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Noah waited another seven days and again released the dove from the ark. She came back to him towards 
evening with a newly plucked olive leaf in her beak. 

(Genesis 8:11) 

Dear friends in Christ, 

I send you warm greetings as you prepare for the season of Advent. I write today to encourage you to hear 
the call of Palestinian Christians to act for peace with justice. 

In the absence of all hope, we cry out our cry of hope. We believe in God, good and just. We 
believe that God’s goodness will finally triumph over the evil of hate and of death that still persist 
in our land. We will see here “a new land” and “a new human being,” capable of rising up in the 
spirit of love for each one of his or her brothers and sisters. (A Moment of Truth: Kairos 
Palestine) 

As the church, we are once again being asked to strive to live out God’s mission in the world. Much is 
before us. Much is at stake. Like our forebear Noah, we test the waters before we launch new activities, 
take on new responsibilities, or venture into acts of faithful witness. And like our global partners in 
Palestine and Israel, we often tentatively send out emissaries of hope. Sometimes it takes many tries and 
much disappointment before the result we seek comes back to us—that olive branch of peace. 

The 41st General Council in August 2012 called on United Church members to take concrete actions to 
support the end of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories. You and your congregation are now 
invited to “Pray, Choose, Speak for Peace in Palestine and Israel.” Join in worship, prayer, and study; 
economic action focused on settlement goods; and support for trust-building programs between 
Palestinians and Israelis. Become involved in conversations with Canadian Jews and Canadian 
Palestinians. Take positive actions for peace with justice. 

All of these actions are part of The United Church of Canada’s Unsettling Goods: Choose Peace in 
Palestine and Israel initiative. I encourage you to review the enclosed materials for details about how 
you and your congregation can become involved. 

With these efforts, we join with many others striving to bring peace with justice to the Holy Land. This 
outstretched branch and these courageous actions for peace are signs of our belief that God calls us to 
embody and pass the peace of Christ so that all might live with fullness of life. 

Let us together choose peace, 

 

 
The Right Rev. Gary Paterson 
Moderator 
The United Church of Canada 


