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The Covenant of Reconciliation: Worship Service for the Indigenous Day of Prayer 2020
By Carolyn Wilson Wynne
June 21 is National Indigenous Peoples Day. The Indigenous Day of Prayer is usually celebrated either the Sunday before or Sunday after June 21. In 2020, National Indigenous Peoples Day falls on the same day as the Indigenous Day of Prayer (Sunday, June 21, 2020).
Prelude
Acknowledgment of the Territory
Here we congregate on (include here an acknowledgement of the Indigenous territory your worship service is being held on). Where we now gather, generations gathered long before Europeans landed on these shores. The original inhabitants of this land, known to some Indigenous peoples as Turtle Island, took seriously the Creator’s call to be stewards of air, land, water, and creature. This morning we pray our thanks for their conservancy; we exist in this place because of the lessons they continue to teach. Let us come before the Creating One as we offer our prayers, hear holy story, and sing sacred songs. 
(Note: Please adapt the above Acknowledgment to fit your specific location. For more information, visit the Worship Theme: Indigenous page and download the resource Acknowledging the Territory in Worship found under “Extras.”)
Opening Hymn
“Let Us Build a House” (MV 1)
or
“For the Beauty of the Earth” (VU 226)
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Opening Prayer
One: Creator God, Great Spirit, we pray our thanks for the opportunity to gather in this sacred space. Here we are most aware of the gift of wind: 
All: and the four directions from which it comes. 
One: Here we are most aware of the gift of sun: 
All: and the four directions on which it shines. 
One: Here we are most aware of the gift of humanity: 
All: and the four directions in which we exist. 
One: Here we are most aware of the gift of Creation: 
All: and the four directions which support our living, breathing, and being. 
One: This day we pray thanksgiving for the First Nations, Inuit, and Métis people of Canada;
All: and we commit ourselves to be people of reconciliation in the tradition of our beloved Jesus. We pray in his name. Amen. 



Scripture
Psalm 72, Part 1 (VU 790)
Introduction: We need be reminded that justice is a cornerstone of God’s love; therefore, this day as we reflect on the need for reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people it is good to hear the psalmist’s words! It is all of our prayer that justice flourish and peace abound.
Matthew 5:21-24
Introduction: The NRSV translation of this passage uses a word that is relevant to our time together today. The author of Matthew’s gospel speaks of reconciliation and the need for it before one makes an offering. In other words, before we give to God what is sacred to us, the gift needs be given with integrity. Let the ancient words wash over you and reside in your heart and spirit.
Hymn
“The Church of Christ in Every Age” (VU 601)
or
“What Does the Lord Require of You” (VU 701) (sing as a round several times)
Intergenerational Time
Read The Gift of the Stars—Anangoog Meegiwaewinan by Basil Johnston (published by Kegedonce Press, Cape Croker First Nation, ISBN 978-0-9784998-6-0).
Reflection
In his 2012 book The Inconvenient Indian: A Curious Account of Native People in North America, Indigenous author Thomas King points out that relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples have not changed much over the centuries. “Guns and bugles” may be a thing of the past, but 21st century North America continues to hold onto its feelings of disdain and superiority.

That may not be what you want to hear on this day when we honour the Indigenous peoples with whom we share this country. However, in light of the racism encountered in response to the rail barricades erected in support of the Wet’suwet’en traditional leaders (the hereditary chiefs), the reality King describes is more accurate than is comfortable. Social media was rife with racist comments; there seemed little willingness on the part of settler folks to consider that possibly this was more than a single issue. 
(Note: At the time this service was written, the government and the Wet’suwet’en chiefs had agreed to a process to discuss the issue of title. Construction of the pipeline continues. If more details are available by June 21, 2020, consider sharing about them briefly here.)
Many non-Indigenous/settler people have wrestled with the legacy of 500 years of racist policies; let us pray that this agreement enables changes that uphold just and fair relations. We must hold out hope because the inertia that accompanies our current state of relationship needs to shift dramatically. 
June 2020 is the fifth anniversary of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s (TRC’s) release of its 94 Calls to Action. How many of our United Church people have read all 94 Calls, or even just those that are directed particularly at churches? What is the likelihood that there are good people in our pews who don’t remember there was a Truth and Reconciliation Commission? And that it wasn’t the altruism of federal government that birthed the TRC, but rather a condition of the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement? 
Prior to the release of its report, from 2008–2014 the TRC crisscrossed this country listening to the survivors of Residential Schools speak their truth of abuses—physical, emotional, spiritual. Survivors shared the horrors that traumatized and continue to traumatize. Settler folk were shocked by the accounts of sexual and physical abuse, dietary restrictions, electric chairs, and sensory deprivation. Truth is, the survivors had been telling these stories for generations; we didn’t listen until they were broadcast into our living rooms.
The report that concluded the work of the TRC is a document Canadians should have a look at, if not a complete read. And the Calls to Action should be required reading! The United Church of Canada is one of the parties to the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement and 14 of the 94 Calls relate to that relationship—numbers 29, 46, 48, 49, 58, 59, 60, 61, 73, 74, 75, 76, 81, 82.
(Notes:
· For more information, visit the United Church’s TRC webpage and read “United Church Response to the TRC Calls to Action” available under Downloads at the bottom of the page.
· The full text of all 94 Calls is available for download as a pdf on the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation’s website.
· You may also wish to visit Beyond 94, an interactive feature from CBC News to learn about some of the ways how the TRC Calls to Action are being lived out through events and educational opportunities.)

On this National Indigenous Day of Prayer, let’s focus on Call 46:
We call upon the parties to the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement to develop and sign a Covenant of Reconciliation that would identify principles for working collaboratively to advance reconciliation in Canadian society, and that would include, but not be limited to:

i. Reaffirmation of the parties’ commitment to reconciliation.
ii. Repudiation of concepts used to justify European sovereignty over Indigenous lands and peoples, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius, and the reformation of laws, governance structures, and policies within their respective institutions that continue to rely on such concepts.
iii. Full adoption and implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation.
iv. Support for the renewal or establishment of Treaty relationships based on principles of mutual recognition, mutual respect, and shared responsibility for maintaining those relationships into the future.
v. Enabling those excluded from the Settlement Agreement to sign onto the Covenant of Reconciliation.
vi. Enabling additional parties to sign onto the Covenant of Reconciliation.

It is a concern that the word reconciliation has become a bit of a buzzword in our culture. As people of faith we need to recognize this is a Biblical principle and a tenet of our faith tradition found in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5:23-24 states: “When you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister and then come and offer your gift.” Reconciliation is key to relationships that are mutual and respectful, in which all parties in the relationship are valued. Only then, according to Jesus, can we offer our best at the altar. Only then does our gift have integrity! When we recognize there’s conflict, it’s our responsibility to seek restoration of the relationship. The key, of course, is that wounds need to heal and that requires time and patience—on all sides in the conflict! Seeking reconciliation manifests the kingdom/kindom/realm/dominion/commonwealth of our God! In our midst!
Call to Action 46 relies upon the Settlement Agreement parties (of which our church is one) to be vigilant about reconciliation and to understand the possible impact on relationships between communities of faith and Indigenous communities as we live into a reconciled relationship. Our church has been earnest and sincere in the years since the TRC Report was presented. Even though the United Church operated residential schools, many in our congregations continue to be unaware of that truth. Education has been and continues to be paramount in our journey to reconciliation. Indigenous people were forever changed by their experiences in our care. The generations following continue to deal with the legacy—the trauma is multi-generational. Non-Indigenous/settler people must grapple with Christianity’s role in the genocide many continue to deny.
Do you know about the Justice and Reconciliation Fund? It was established in 2000 by the Residential Schools Steering Committee of the United Church and assists the church in understanding and responding to the legacy of harm and broken relationships that have resulted from the Indian Residential Schools System. The fund supports projects by United Church groups and partners that foster education, dialogue, reconciliation, and relationship-building between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. Monies are available to communities of faith who meet the goals of the fund. The good news is that the number of applications has increased in the last couple of years so there are people in our midst aware of the Calls to Action and willing to make the effort to seek reconciliation. It is our hope and prayer that all parties to the Indian Residential Schools Agreement will soon develop and enter into the Covenant of Reconciliation described in Call 46. This will be good news for all of us!
It is our communal prayer that soon, very soon, every community of faith will gain an understanding about the historical racism that birthed the Residential School System and the Indian Act. It continues to be our prayer that reluctance to see the latest attempts by Indigenous people and allies to influence the dominant culture’s ignorance to the lack of just relationships will be diminished. 
With every fibre of his being, our beloved Jesus lived and modelled relationships grounded in mutuality. The Kingdom/kindom/realm/dominion/commonwealth he and our Loving God wish each of us to live in is here and coming! Let all of us work toward that reality for our siblings.
And then, perhaps authors like Thomas King can soon write about how the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people has become one that upholds all of us!
Amen.
Offering
Hymn
“Bring Many Names” (VU 268)
or
“God, Make Us Servants of Your Peace” (VU 676)

Dedication
It is our privilege, Creating One, to share from our individual bounties. On these plates and in these bodies are our gifts to the world: money, commitment, and thanksgiving. We pray over these offerings in the name of the One who shared his all.
Amen.

Prayer of Creation
Creator God, Great Spirit, whose compassion has been known in our lives more times than we can count, we open our hearts and souls to the needs of this world. On this Indigenous Day of Prayer, we acknowledge the great injustices perpetrated against those who lived on and cared for this land long before our ancestors arrived. We pray that with compassion and determination we will continue to make ourselves aware of the impact of Residential Schools, the Sixties Scoop, and the suppression of Indigenous culture and tradition so that the legacy of colonization is acknowledged by each of us. 
Creator God, Great Spirit, you call us to relationships rooted in equality and respect. This day we covenant to be more aware of the racism that the Indigenous, Métis and Inuit people of this country experience. We commit ourselves to raise our voices when we hear prejudiced comments, to guide others in the sacred direction of celebrating diversity that is Your gift to humanity.
Creator God, Great Spirit, in the quiet of our hearts and through the witness of our beings we pray thanks for Your accompaniment on the journey toward individual and communal wisdom and understanding. Let us who are the Church stand in solidarity and true to Jesus’ call to reconcile with sisters and brothers.
Creator God, Great Spirit, hear our prayers and guide our actions from this moment on. We pray using Jesus’ words: 
The Lord’s Prayer
(Say together the Lord’s Prayer or another version of the Prayer of Jesus found on page 916 of VU.)
Closing Hymn
“Like a Healing Stream” (MV 144)
or
“Bless Now, O God, the Journey” (VU 633)
Blessing
Move from here a reconciled and reconciling people with assurance that Creator God, Great Spirit accompanies you this day and every day. Amen.

—This worship service was created by Rev. Carolyn Wilson Wynne. Carolyn is a diaconal minister currently serving Valley-Greenfield United Church in Valley, NS. From 2008–2013 she served St. Clair United Church on Aaamjiwnaang First Nation, Sarnia, ON.
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