
Dr. A. Marion Pardy

Throughout her distinguished career, Dr. Pardy has championed peace, justice, and human 

dignity for all people, regardless of race, religion, class, or gender. A respected leader within 

The United Church of Canada, she served as the denomination’s 37th Moderator from 2000 

to 2003, becoming only the fourth woman to hold this prestigious office since the church’s 

inception in 1925, and the first person from Newfoundland and Labrador to be elected 

Moderator while serving in the province. In this role and throughout her ministry, she used 

her voice with purpose and conviction, promoting interfaith dialogue, social reform, and 

greater understanding among diverse communities.

Dr. Pardy’s commitment to faith-based collaboration led to her appointment to the 

Governing Council of the Canadian Council of Churches in 2003, where she later served as 

Vice Chair from 2004 to 2009. Recognizing the power of shared action, she joined the 

Religious Social Action Coalition in 2007 and has served as its’ chair for many years. 

Bringing together Christians, Jews, Hindus, Sikhs, and Muslims, the coalition has worked to 

address poverty and advance the common belief in the dignity and kinship of all people.

Through ministry in rural and urban communities across Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Ontario, 

and Newfoundland and Labrador, including Gower Street United Church in St. John’s, Dr. 

Pardy developed a deep understanding of the causes and consequences of poverty. 

Drawing upon these experiences, she has been a persistent advocate for meaningful social 

policy reform, including a guaranteed livable income.

Long past retirement age, Dr. Pardy remains actively engaged in pastoral care, public 

advocacy, and community leadership. Her enduring legacy is one of compassion, courage, 

faith, and a steadfast commitment to justice for all.


