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A Song of Faith at Twenty
2006–2026
A Worship Celebration
A few words of introduction.
This service features song, brief lines of music, and A Song of Faith itself.
A Song of Faith is a statement of faith. Statements of faith put into words as best as possible our understanding of God, ourselves, and the world. So it is that a service celebrating a statement of faith is going to have many words. 
A Song of Faith is meant to be evocative and invitational rather than rigid. The writers thought of it sometimes as a love song. So it is that poetic lines are reproduced here and featured with a line of instrumental music. A choice of two instrumental pieces is suggested: The first two bars of Holy, Holy, Holy (VU 315) remind one of the traditions of the church and the tune, Nicaea, refers to foundational doctrinal councils in the ancient church. The first three bars of We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky (MV 143) are contemporary and set a tone of humility in God’s glorious creation. A single held note signals the end of each quotation. The cues 🎶 few bars and ♪ one note indicate the start and stop of each quotation of Song in the liturgy. So it is that song and the evocative sound of instrumental music, such as a bell or chime, enhance the honouring of God we offer in this service of celebration. 
Singing can be solo or communal; it can be full of harmony or dissonance. The word, given breath, inhabits the body and is expressed into the worship service, the community, and the world. The speakers embody the words of the liturgy. So it is that there are four speakers in this order of service, representing by voice the intended beauty of diversity in God’s creation. 
This outline is purposefully long. Worship leaders will sift these possibilities, perhaps subtracting items or indeed adding items that are pertinent to the context.
Sermon and scripture notes are found below, following the liturgy.
A Song of Faith at Twenty
2006–2026
We witness to Holy Mystery who is Wholly Love.

Prelude
Prelude finishes with 🎶 few bars
first two bars of Holy, Holy, Holy NICAEA VU 315 
or first three bars of We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky ABUNDANT LIFE MV 143

Call to Worship 
Voice 1 from offstage 
God is Holy Mystery,
beyond complete knowledge
above perfect description.
Voice 2) God’s still, small voice of comfort
God’s still, small voice of comfort;    pause
All:	God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge.
God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge;    pause
Voice 3) God’s still, small voice of comfort
calls us to worship
All 	God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge  
calls us to worship. 
♪ one note piano, organ, voice or guitar brings a single held note 
May the Spirit move!
Introit 		Uyai mose	 ZIMBABWE 		MV 2
Welcome 
Voice 4) Welcome, bienvenue, welcome. 
For twenty years The United Church of Canada has been celebrating God and our identity with A Song of Faith. We read A Song of Faith in Board meetings, confirmation classes, baptisms, ecumenical gatherings, political rallies, global church deliberations. We read it in the quiet reflective time in a chair beside a window with the light of all creation streaming onto the page. We read it in times of anxiety as we prepare prayers in the shadow of the nighttime. 
Voice 1) We listen to A Song of Faith for wisdom. 
We listen to A Song of Faith as we consider the mystery of God. We listen to A Song of Faith as we consider our own identity as people who follow Jesus. 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
🎶 few bars
Voice 3) We sing of Jesus 
  Jesus announced the coming of God’s reign —
     a commonwealth not of domination
     but of peace, justice, and reconciliation.
Light the Candle
All	The Risen Christ lives today,
present to us and the source of our hope. 
♪ one note
Hymn 	Bathe Me in Your Light	 OLDHAM/KLUSMEIER 		MV 82
Opening Prayer
🎶 few bars 
Voice 4) Holy One, we bring to this prayer
  the fullness of our lives:
     moments of unexpected inspiration and courage lived out,
     experiences of beauty, truth, and goodness,
     blessings of seeds and harvest, 
          friendship and family, intellect and sexuality,
     the reconciliation of persons through justice 
          and communities living in righteousness,
     and the articulation of meaning.
Brief pause 
♪ one note
Voice 1) Holy One, in the joy of worshipping you, may we
     create beauty
     share wonder
     become more holy
     present our worries 
     restore the world 
     bless this congregation
     honour You.
     Amen.
Prayer of Confession
🎶 few bars 
Voice 2)  We sing of the Spirit 
     who speaks our prayers of deepest longing
     and enfolds our concerns and confessions,
     transforming us and the world.  
pause
We are all touched by brokenness:
     the rise of selfish individualism
        which erodes human solidarity;
     the concentration of wealth and power
        without regard for needs of all;
     the toxins of religious and ethnic bigotry 
     the degradation of the blessedness of human bodies 
        and human passions through sexual exploitation;
     the delusion of unchecked progress and limitless growth
     which threatens our home, the earth;


     the covert despair which lulls many into numb complicity
     with empires and systems of domination.
We sing lament and repentance.
pause
Assurance of Grace
Voice 3) God forgives,
     and calls all of us to confess our fears and failings
     with honesty and humility.
God reconciles,
     and calls us to repent the part we have played
     in damaging our world, ourselves, and each other.
God transforms,
     and calls us to protect the vulnerable,
     to pray for deliverance from evil, 
     to work with God for the healing of the world,
     that all might have abundant life.
We sing of grace.
♪ one note
Sung Response	Glory, glory, glory to God  		LOCKE  TLUS! 9 
Scripture		Psalm 98 or Psalm 137
Hymn			Since we are surrounded  		KERVIN  TLUS! 154 
Scripture		John 1: 1-5,14,16
Hymn	(repeat)	Since we are surrounded  		KERVIN  TLUS! 154 
Scripture Sentence 	Isaiah 30:29
You shall have a song as in the night when a holy festival is kept and gladness of heart, as when one sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the mountain of the Lord, to the Rock of Israel.
Sermon 		A Song in the Night
Hymn 			My Life Flows On	 HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 	VU 716
The Great Thanksgiving 
Voice 1) God be with you
     and also with you
Voice 2) Lift up your hearts
     We lift our hearts to God


Voice 3) Let us give thanks to our God
     It is right to give God our thanks and praise
🎶 few bars
four people walk to the table in turn as they speak
Voice 1) Carrying a vision of creation healed and restored,		     
     	  we welcome all in the name of Christ.
All)	   Invited to the table where none shall go hungry,		
     	  we gather as Christ’s guests and friends. 
Voice 2) In holy communion 
     	  we are commissioned to feed as we have been fed,
Voice 3) forgive as we have been forgiven, 
  love as we have been loved.
Voice 4) The open table speaks of the shining promise		
  of barriers broken and creation healed.
♪ one note

Sanctus and Benedictus	 HARDING COMMUNION SET	TLUS! 16    
The prayer continues
Voice 1) We remember our ancestors in faith.
We remember enslavement and escape, crossing the river and dancing on the other side; singing victory.
We remember wilderness wandering, manna and quails, the well of water for parched migrants; 
We remember the Promised Land.
We remember prophets and their warnings, captivity and: How do we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?
pause
We remember Jesus.
🎶 few bars
Voice 2) In the communion meal, wine poured out and bread broken,
we remember Jesus, 
Voice 3) We remember not only the promise but also the price that he paid 
 	for who he was,
for what he did and said,
and for the world’s brokenness.
Because his witness to love was threatening,
those exercising power sought to silence Jesus.
He suffered abandonment and betrayal,
state-sanctioned torture and execution.
He was crucified.


Memorial Acclamation	 HARDING COMMUNION SET	TLUS! 16    
Voice 4) We taste the mystery of God’s great love for us,
and are renewed in faith and hope.
All
We place our hope in God. 
We sing of a life beyond life
     and a future good beyond imagining:
     a new heaven and a new earth,
     the end of sorrow, pain, and tears,
     Christ’s return and life with God,
     the making new of all things.
We yearn for the coming of that future,
even while participating in eternal life now.

Voice 1) On the night he was betrayed,
he gathered with his disciples.
Voice 2) He took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it,
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:
“Take and eat. This is my body, given for you.
 Whenever you do this, remember me.”
Voice 3) After the meal, he took a cup, and after giving thanks,
passed it to them all, saying:
“Take, drink. This cup, is the new covenant in my name.
 Whenever you do this, remember me.”
Voice 4) We remember Jesus’ death and celebrate his resurrection.
We await with hope his coming again to bring peace and justice to the earth. And we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
All 	Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

Voice 1) Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here,
	  That these gifts may be signs of life and love to one another and to the world. 

Great Amen	 		HARDING COMMUNION SET	TLUS! 16    
The Prayer Jesus taught Notre Père, Notre Mère LAMBERT TLUS! 69    


Breaking the Bread and Filling the Cup
The bread is broken
The body of Christ, the bread of life, given for you.
Thanks be to God.
The cup is filled
The blood of Christ, the cup of blessing, given for you.
Thanks be to God.
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
	The gifts of God for the people of God  
Thanks be to God! Amen.
Distribution in whatever format is familiar to the congregation.
Prayer After Communion 
	Voice 2) Bless us in this intention, Holy One:
🎶 few bars
     We sing of a Church
     seeking to continue the story of Jesus
     by embodying Christ’s presence in the world.
We are called together by Christ,
     as a community of broken but hopeful believers,
     loving what he loved,
     living what he taught,
     striving to be faithful servants of God
     in our time and place.
Our ancestors in faith
     bequeath to us experiences of their faithful living;
     upon their lives our lives are built.
Our living of the gospel makes us a part of this communion of saints,	
     experiencing the fulfillment of God’s reign		
     even as we actively anticipate a new heaven and a new earth.
♪ one note
We Respond with our Gifts and our Lives
	Offertory
Hymn 		We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky 		ABUNDANT LIFE MV 143


Pastoral Prayer
Holy Mystery, Wholly Love,
	We bring our prayers of gratitude, concern, and praise.

Voice 1) We are grateful for the movement of your Spirit in the hearts and minds of your church over the generations and for the great expressions of faith: the creeds, the hymns, the actions, the love. For the curiosity and discernment which congregational members bring to living in community and to ethical questions we thank you. For church organization that encourages the questioning of faith, sharing of doubts, and wonder of discovery we thank you. For theologians, academics, and historians who explore creeds ancient and new, we thank you. For the mix of conversation and opinion and debate that comes from deep experiences of life, we thank you. For the Spirit-filled expression in word that comes close to expressing the truth of our souls and inspires us to further inquiry about the presence of Christ among us, we thank you.

Voice 2) We are concerned about movements in our world that would pit one expression of faith against another, one religion against another, one way of life against another. About our divides, we are concerned. About the ill-will that results from othering, we are concerned. About the violence that results from entrenched hostility, we are heartbroken. May our faith in you, Holy Trinity - Creator who blesses this world with diversity, Christ who walks along the margins as well as in the centre, Spirit who moves through generational and cultural shifts - may this faith reside in our intentions. May our concern for a broken and divided world bring the healing of which we are capable.

Voice 3) We finish by praising you, Holy Mystery, Wholly Love:
🎶 few bars
3) Grateful for your loving action,
     we cannot keep from singing.
4) Grateful for your loving action,
     we cannot keep from singing.
All) Grateful for your loving action,
     we cannot keep from singing!
♪ one note
Hymn		Praise with Joy the World’s Creator 		LAUDA ANIMA VU 312


Commissioning and Benediction 
Voice 1) Divine creation does not cease
     	  until all things have found wholeness, union, and integration
     	  with the common ground of all being.
Voice 2) As children of the Timeless One,
     	  our time-bound lives will find completion
    	  in the all-embracing Creator.
Voce 3)  In the meantime, we embrace the present,
     	  embodying hope, loving our enemies,
               caring for the earth,
  choosing life.
Voice 4) Grateful for God’s loving action,
     	  we cannot keep from singing.
All	  Creating and seeking relationship,
     	  in awe and trust,
  we witness to Holy Mystery who is Wholly Love.		 
Voice 1) Amen!
Voice 2) Amen!
Voice 3) Amen!
Voice 4) Amen!
All	  Amen! 

Postlude

Sermon notes
A Song in the Night
A song in the night is a poignant metaphor with which to preach on the profundity of A Song of Faith. Putting a child to bed, one offers a lullaby. When one wakes in the night, a song may soothe us back to sleep. When in the deep of night we are frightened, a song may rally our confidence. In the morning just before dawn, the birds sing. 
Isaiah 30:29 sits in the midst of verses addressing God’s future judgment of the nations: it is not a lighthearted offhand song, then, but rather song in the midst of hard times. For the prophet Isaiah, and for us, God’s fury is deeply connected with justice. We need to be able to preach the power of justice, and truly what the advent of justice really means for the malevolent powers that be. A Song of Faith too is full of profound confidence in God’s presence and God’s justice.


Statements of faith are often created in tumultuous times. The Nicene Creed was written in the 300’s as Christianity became the religion of the Roman Empire; questions of Christology and uniformity gripped the minds of church and state leaders. The Barman Declaration was written in Germany in the 1930s in the face of fascism; the Confessing Church resisted the theological claims of the Nazis. 
Our four statements of faith, too, were written in challenging times. The Twenty Articles of Faith included in the United Church’s 1925 Basis of Union reflect the challenge of drawing distinctive denominational theologies into our union, and the ecumenical fervour of the time. Our 1940 Statement of Faith reflects an awareness of human malevolence that was becoming all too vivid in Europe. A New Creed was written largely in the 1960s, a time of questioning traditional ways and desire to put into fresh language some but not all of the content of the Apostles’ Creed. A Song of Faith presented the church and the world with a “timely and contextual statement of faith”. Song was produced in the first years of this century: church demographics were changing fast, terrorism had become a global concern, and climate justice was increasingly a crisis.
The Appendixes and the Preamble to A Song of Faith (available in a download on the United Church website) are recommended as reading while preparing the sermon. They’re not long. They will bring lots of ideas and answers to questions you may be posed by listeners following your sermon. They are attached to this service for easy access. 
“A song in the night” can be a sermon both presenting the poetic form and praise inherent in A Song of Faith and exhorting the values of diversity and justice to which God calls our faith and our action.
Scripture: A choice between two psalms is recommended. Psalm 98 “Sing a new song” is full of praise—it’s the text for “Joy to the World” by Isaac Watts—perfect for this occasion. If the community is in some kind of crisis, please turn to Psalm 137 “How could we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?”
One might choose to preach on the John passage, emphasizing the particularity of the word in Christian faith, and our structural desire to put into words the faith we hold.
The power of worship is not to be underestimated. We engage the Holy. And we trust, we know, we expect the Spirit to show up. May confidence and humility bless you as you prepare this celebration for your part of the Beloved Community. A final word from A Song of Faith itself:
Through word, music, art, and sacrament,
     in community and in solitude,
     God changes our lives, our relationships, and our world.
We sing with trust.
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