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Mission and Service—helping transform lives, inspire meaning and purpose, and 
build a better world.
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Mission and Service Stories are for sharing with our faithful supporters to show them the amazing work their gifts make possible.
These stories can be used in services, in newsletters, and in face-to-face conversations. The more they’re shared, the more people will understand just how life-changing Mission and Service is!
For videos of some of the work you make possible, visit the Mission and Service playlist on our YouTube channel.
We hope this resource is helpful and inspiring.
As always, we would love to hear your feedback. Drop us a line at ms@united-church.ca and let us know what you like, what we can improve on, and what we can focus on developing.
Blessings,
The Philanthropy Team


[bookmark: _Toc152068442][bookmark: _Toc235626876]July 5: Grace at the Gate 
Every morning in the Sabra/Shatila refugee camp in Beirut, five-year-old Mohammad was lifted into his wheelchair and placed at the gate of his home by his father. 
It was the only way he could be part of the world beyond his doorstep. Unable to afford a special school or professional care, his father would set him in his wheelchair at the doorway just so he could watch the crowded street.  
From there, Mohammad would see other children on their way to kindergarten, while he was left behind.  
Mohammad was born with partial paralysis affecting one side of his body, including his left arm, left leg, and vision in one eye. During pregnancy, his mother became seriously ill with cancer and was unable to receive the care she needed. She died shortly after Mohammad was born. 
Even with the deep love and care from his father and sisters, life in the refugee camp left little room for specialized care or schooling. 
Then something changed. 
A Mission and Service partner, the Joint Christian Committee for Social Service in Lebanon (JCC), had recently relocated its kindergarten nearby. There are few bright spots for children in the refugee camp, and since 1950, JCC has been one of them. JCC’s kindergarten for refugee children aged 3 to 6 is a happy and colourful haven where children can begin their education. The centre’s director noticed Mohammad sitting outside and decided to speak with his father. 
He was invited in, and with his father’s permission, Mohammad joined the kindergarten program. 
A partner organization with a focus on supporting children with disabilities began working alongside him, and teachers and classmates welcomed him wholeheartedly. As time passed, Mohammad began to grow in confidence, joy, and connection. 
In this simple act of welcome, we see God’s love made visible. We see children being embraced, barriers softened, and growth encouraged.  
Today, Mohammad is a happy young boy who learns and plays alongside his peers. He no longer has to watch from the sidelines—he has a place of belonging. 
His father’s gratitude is consistent and unmistakable. 
In places like Sabra/Shatila, even simple things like books, paper, art supplies, and safe spaces are not guaranteed. The JCC kindergarten itself is facing rising costs after relocating, along with inflation and the need for renovations. 
Still, this kindergarten in a refugee camp remains a place where all children are seen, included, and given the chance to thrive. 
Through Mission and Service, our gifts help make this possible—places where God’s love is lived out through communities that open their doors, and a child at the gate becomes a child in the classroom. Let’s give generously.  


[bookmark: _Toc235626877]July 12: Reverence and Service 
We would like to share a blog written by Rev. Won Hur, who works as the Global Partnership Program Coordinator for Asia in the General Council’s Church in Mission Unit:  
One of the biggest challenges in my thirty years as a congregational minister was not knowing whether I was making any difference at all. Unlike bricklayers, butchers, or teachers, there were no concrete indicators to measure the impact of my ministry. This also holds true when we give, practice generosity, and support Mission and Service. We often want to know what difference it makes.  
In reality, our offerings do make a difference in ways we cannot even imagine, and often in very concrete ways. 
There are many partners of The United Church of Canada who do incredible work in Canada and around the world. One of them is Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin, a private Christian girls’ school in Tokyo, Japan. The school was founded in 1884 by Ms. Martha Cartmell (1845–1945), the first woman missionary of the Canadian Methodist Church, a predecessor of The United Church of Canada.  
At a time when girls were often denied education, she started a school for them, beginning with just two students. Today, the school has grown to an enrollment of over 4,200, with students from kindergarten through high school and into graduate school. It has retained its core Christian identity—the school day begins with worship, and students take classes on Christianity while living into the school’s motto, “Reverence and Service.” Over its history, more than 140 members of the United Church have answered the call to serve this school. 
One of the more famous graduates of Toyo Eiwa is Hanako Muraoka, who graduated in 1913. During her time at the school, she enjoyed the library and read many books in English; she became a writer and translator. Later in life a Canadian friend, Loretta Leonard Shaw, gave her a copy of Anne of Green Gables, by Lucy Maud Montgomery. Hanako fell in love with the book and its main character, Anne, and went on to translate it into Japanese. The translation became a bestseller and has since become a cultural phenomenon—Japanese tourists regularly visit Prince Edward Island to see the Anne of Green Gables Museum, as Toyo Eiwa students each year do. 
Another notable graduate is Rev. Shoko Aminaka, General Secretary of the United Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ), who attended the school from grade one through grade 12. Having grown up in this environment and been immersed in Christian faith, she began to think deeply about life and she found freedom in entrusting herself to God. After being baptized in grade nine, she discerned her call, was ordained, and eventually rose to the highest office in the UCCJ. Currently, four ordained women clergy in the United Church of Christ in Japan are graduates of Toyo Eiwa. 
It is often difficult to see or fully understand the impacts of our faith at work in the world. Like fruit trees in an orchard, they take time to grow, blossom, and bear fruit for all to enjoy. Such is the work of ministry and service—it is often hidden from our eyes, yet it is growing and flourishing. 
Among Toyo Eiwa students and alumni, there is immense gratitude toward Ms. Martha Cartmell and The United Church of Canada. They raised funds to plant about 100 cherry blossom trees in Centennial Park in Dundas, near Hamilton, Ontario, and in Lakeview Cemetery in Thorold, Ontario—Ms. Cartmell’s hometown. In 2014, for the school’s 130th anniversary, they visited Dundas to celebrate the tree-planting ceremony. 
Thanks to your contributions to Mission and Service, The United Church of Canada continues to support partners around the world in ways that are not always visible. Yet those partners—and God—appreciate our generosity and our shared commitment to a more just and peaceful world. 
—Rev. Won Hur works as the Global Partnership Program Coordinator for Asia in the General Council’s Church in Mission Unit.  
The views contained within these blogs are personal and do not necessarily reflect those of The United Church of Canada or The United Church of Canada Foundation.  



[bookmark: _Toc235626878]July 19: Shared Wonder 
Nestled along the Niagara Escarpment, Cave Springs Camp offers children and youth something that can be hard to find in today's world: space to slow down, explore, and to connect with creation, one another, and God. 
A child crouching down beside a forest trail suddenly shouts, “I found a salamander!” 
Within moments, a group gathers around, curious and excited. For a few minutes, nothing else matters. Not phones, schedules, or other distractions that fill our days. Just a small creature, a shared discovery, and a sense of wonder. 
Moments like these happen every day at United Church camps. 
Surrounded by towering trees and winding trails, campers spend their days discovering the natural world, sharing meals, singing around campfires, and building friendships. Amidst all the activity, something deeper takes root: camp becomes a place of belonging. 
For some children, it may be the first time they feel fully accepted for who they are. For others, it may be the first time they experience the quiet beauty of creation or feel comfortable asking questions about faith. Away from the pressures and distractions of everyday life, campers can be fully present. They get to be themselves in a supportive community, with God's presence all around them. 
The lessons learned at camp often stay with them long after summer ends. A love of creation. A sense of confidence. New friendships. A growing faith. These gifts are carried home, and woven into the lives of young people as they continue to grow. 
Through Mission and Service, we help make these experiences possible. Together, we support United Church camps that nurture faith, foster community, and invite young people to encounter God's love in meaningful ways. 
Let’s give generously to continue helping create spaces where children and youth can discover wonder, belonging, and the joy of being part of God's creation. 


[bookmark: _Toc235626879]July 26: Pursuing Peace 
The following was written by Ashley Keeping, one of two United Church young adults selected to attend the 2024 Minority Youth Forum in Miyakojima, Japan, hosted by the Center for Minority Issues and Mission. The Youth Forum is an ecumenical initiative of churches in Japan, supported by The United Church of Canada and Mission and Service. Our generosity through Mission and Service helps programs that inspire peace and learning. 
Just like Miyako residents, I live on an island and can relate to their everyday lives on their island, as it was small and humble just like here in Newfoundland. There was one prominent difference. The majority of the residents are seeking peace from their own government, something we don’t have to worry about here in Canada. God called upon me to see how the people of Miyako Island are living, and to share with everyone their struggle for peace. 
The Minority Youth Forum program brought together young adults from Canada, Japan, and Taiwan. The Youth Forum experience showed me how powerful it is to bring youth together to share our culture, to share our faith, and to share our stories. To be able to have discussions with youth from other cultures about how we can change the world gives me so much hope for our future. 
This trip filled my heart with joy, hope, and love for the wonderful people that I can now forever call friends. It also taught me that you need to find, keep, and treasure peace, as well as pursue it for the rest of your time, and that I will do. Thank you, Miyako, for everything you taught me. 
Read Ashley’s full blog: Pursuing Peace from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
The views contained within these blogs are personal and do not necessarily reflect those of The United Church of Canada or The United Church of Canada Foundation.  


[bookmark: _Toc235626880]August 2: Threads of Identity
In Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Mamohkamatowin Spiritual Community Inc. is helping Indigenous people reconnect with culture and community through a ribbon skirt-making program. Supported by Mission and Service, the program provides Indigenous participants living in Saskatoon’s core neighbourhoods with the materials, tools, and teachings needed to create their own ribbon skirts at no cost.
For many Indigenous women and girls, a ribbon skirt is more than a garment. It is an expression of identity, culture, and belonging, worn during ceremonies, celebrations, and other cultural and spiritual gatherings. For people living on low incomes, the cost of making or purchasing a ribbon skirt can place that expression of identity out of reach.
Participants learn how to use a sewing machine while making a skirt that reflects their own style and story. Alongside the practical sewing skills, they also receive teachings from an Elder, creating opportunities to deepen their understanding of the cultural and spiritual significance of ribbon skirts.
With support from Mission and Service, the program first started in 2024. Since then, community support has made it possible to purchase sewing machines and tables so participants have the tools they need to learn. Our support through Mission and Service helps provide fabric, ribbon, and other materials for each skirt, ensuring that cost to participants does not become a barrier.
The impact has been evident and ongoing. The women who completed the first sessions wear their ribbon skirts with great pride, knowing they had made them with their own hands while learning traditional teachings and connecting with community.
Programs like this reflect our commitment to supporting Indigenous leadership, strengthening community, and creating opportunities for people to reconnect with culture in meaningful ways. By combining practical skills with cultural teachings, Mamohkamatowin Spiritual Community Inc. is helping participants build confidence, celebrate their identities, and carry their traditions forward.
Our gifts through Mission and Service help support Indigenous-led ministries and community programs like this one. Together, we can help ensure more people have opportunities to learn, connect with culture, and participate fully in the traditions and communities that are meaningful to them. Let’s give generously. 


[bookmark: _Toc235626881]August 9: A Girls' School that Grows 
In Zambia, People’s Action Forum (PAF) has been supporting girls’ education through its Girls’ Action Forum program. Through our ongoing support of Mission and Service, we are part of a partnership that helps girls stay in school, access mentorship, and build pathways toward a brighter future. This work is now growing through the development of a new girls’ school in Shimabala, Zambia. 
For many girls in the area, completing their education can be a challenge. When girls begin menstruating, become pregnant, marry, or are needed at home to support their families, they may be forced to leave school. Without access to continued education, these girls will face fewer opportunities and a heightened risk of lifelong poverty. 
Since 2014, PAF’s Girls’ Action Forum has worked to support girls, particularly those from rural communities, by helping them remain in school or return to continue their education. Through mentorship and encouragement, the program has helped girls recognize their potential and continue pursuing their goals.
Building on this important work, PAF is developing a girls’ school that will provide education and scholarships for students from rural communities. The school is being developed on two hectares of land in Shimabala. The long-term vision is for a comprehensive girls’ school that will eventually grow to include secondary education and boarding facilities.
As part of creating a sustainable future for this project, PAF has started agricultural activities on the land to help generate income that supports the organization’s ongoing work. The project has established a water system, built caretaker lodging, and joined a local farming cooperative to increase opportunities for sustainable income.
The school’s growth will happen in stages. It began by serving younger children through nursery and kindergarten programs, with plans to expand to include preschool and eventually secondary education. Each step brings PAF closer to creating a learning environment where girls can access education regardless of their circumstances.
Through our gifts to Mission and Service, we support long-term partnerships that create lasting opportunities for communities around the world. Together with organizations like PAF, we help nurture education, leadership, and hope for the next generation.
Our gifts help sustain partnerships that support education and create opportunities for girls and young people around the world. Together, we can help ensure that more girls have the chance to learn, grow, and shape their own futures. Let's give generously. 


[bookmark: _Toc235626882]August 16: Breaking the Silence
In Guatemala, Maya and Xinka Indigenous people continue to rebuild their communities after the genocide of the 1980s, while still facing violence and repression by the Guatemalan government. Breaking the Silence (BTS) in Nova Scotia works with Maya and Xinka partners to provide opportunities to join human rights delegations and placements in Guatemala. There are many Maritimers who deeply identify with these struggles and challenges but can’t afford to participate in these opportunities.  
This fall, a Mi'kmaq couple will travel to Guatemala with Breaking the Silence Network, where they will meet community leaders working to advance food sovereignty. At home, the couple are already making a difference by supporting community gardens and teaching traditional Mi'kmaq skills. In Guatemala, they will learn from Indigenous partners whose work reflects many of the same values: cultivating the land, preserving culture, and ensuring communities can nourish themselves for generations to come. 
The experience will be one of mutual learning. Knowledge, stories, and practices will be shared across cultures, strengthening relationships that are rooted in respect and solidarity. 
For this couple, however, the opportunity almost couldn't happen. 
The rising cost of international travel places these life-changing experiences beyond the reach of many people. Breaking the Silence created the bursary program to remove financial barriers that prevent people from participating in human rights delegations or volunteer placements. The bursaries are specifically intended to support low-income participants and members of Black, Indigenous, and other racialized communities who might otherwise be unable to take part. 
The need for these delegations comes directly from Breaking the Silence’s Guatemalan partners. They regularly invite Canadians to visit their communities as companions. These visits offer encouragement, strengthen international relationships, and provide support for local human rights and community development initiatives. The presence of international partners can also offer a measure of protection for communities advocating for justice. 
Through the bursary program, this couple will join the work of accompaniment while bringing home new ideas and renewed inspiration for their own ministry and community leadership. Their experience will not end when they return to Canada. The relationships they build and the lessons they learn will continue to ripple outward through the people they teach, the gardens they nurture, and the communities they serve. 
Mission and Service supports ministries that build relationships rooted in justice, dignity, and mutual learning. Together, we are helping remove barriers so that more people can answer the call to stand alongside partners around the world. Please make a gift to ensure these connections remain possible. Connections that strengthen communities both near and far as we learn from one another and work together for a more just world. 
[bookmark: _Toc235626883]August 23: Faithful Futures 
Across Southern Ontario, The Hub Community Network is creating welcoming spaces where youth and young adults can find connection, community, and a deeper understanding of God's inclusive love. Supported by Mission and Service, The Hub is helping young people discover spaces where they can explore faith, build relationships, and find their place in the church.
Every generation faces its own challenges, and many young people today are carrying significant pressures. Rising costs, uncertainty about the future, and increased feelings of isolation can make it difficult to find a sense of stability and belonging. For many youth and young adults, finding a community where they feel welcomed, known, and accepted can make a meaningful difference.
The Hub responds to this need by creating opportunities for young people to gather and connect. Through churches, camps, small groups, worship services, and online spaces, The Hub brings youth and young adults together in environments where they can ask questions, share experiences, and grow in faith alongside others.
These gatherings are more than events on a calendar. A shared meal, a conversation with a mentor, or time spent with peers can become an important moment of connection. These relationships help young people feel supported as they navigate life’s challenges and continue discovering who they are and who they are becoming.
The Hub also works alongside congregations, helping churches strengthen their youth ministries and develop lasting relationships with young people. By supporting communities in creating spaces of welcome and inclusion, The Hub helps congregations move beyond the initial invitation to attend and grow toward building meaningful connections where young people know they belong.
Our Mission and Service gifts help make this ministry possible. Through this support, The Hub Community Network can continue creating spaces where youth and young adults experience community, explore faith, and encounter the inclusive love of God.
Our gifts through Mission and Service support ministries that walk alongside young people and create places of belonging. Let's give generously so youth and young adults can continue being welcomed into spaces of connection and community.


[bookmark: _Toc235626884]August 30: Nourishing Students 
At Brock University in St. Catharines, Ontario, the Ecumenical Chaplaincy is responding to student food insecurity with a practical ministry of care. Supported by Mission and Service, local church volunteers prepare homemade meals that are stored in freezers at the Faith and Life Centre. The ecumenical chaplain distributes the meals to students who ask for them, ensuring nutritious food is available when it's needed.
As students prepare to return to campus for a new academic year, many are looking forward to new classes, new friendships, and new opportunities. For some, however, the start of the semester also brings financial pressure as they balance tuition, rent, textbooks, and rising grocery costs.
All these added and rising costs mean many students have little left in their budgets after paying for essentials. For some, skipping meals or relying on inexpensive, less nutritious food becomes part of getting through the semester.
The homemade meal program helps fill that gap. Volunteers cook meals in their own kitchens, package them in take-away containers, and replenish the freezer throughout the year. Their commitment means students can access nourishing food when they need it, helping ease one of the many pressures that can come with university life.
A homemade meal doesn't solve every challenge a student faces, but it makes a meaningful difference. Good nutrition helps students concentrate, engage in their studies, and make the most of the opportunities that are presented to them.
We help sustain this work through Mission and Service, by supporting the cost of ingredients and containers, making it possible for volunteers to continue preparing meals for students experiencing food insecurity. Together, congregations, volunteers, and the chaplaincy are responding to the growing need with practical care.
As another school year begins, this ministry reminds us that care takes many forms. Sometimes it looks like a listening ear. Sometimes it's a place to belong. And sometimes it's a homemade meal waiting in the freezer.
As students return to campus, our gifts to Mission and Service help ministries like Brock University's Ecumenical Chaplaincy provide practical support when it's needed most. Together, we can help ensure students have access to nutritious meals and a caring community throughout the academic year. Let’s give generously. 
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