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Worship resources for National Indigenous Day of Prayer 2026
“Nin-din-awe-maagan-i-dok”  We Are All One

Prepared by Rev. Anne Hines                                                                                                                  Humber Valley United Church


Land Acknowledgement                                                                                                                                        by Philip Cote, MFA
Young Spiritual Elder
Artist, Activist, Historian, and Traditional Wisdom Keeper
​Moose Deer Point First Nation

(Name of Church) would like to acknowledge our presence on the land that has been traditional territory of (Indigenous peoples of your area here) since time immemorial. As we reach back to those early ancestors, we remember our Mother the Earth, through the Seven Grandfather teachings: Wisdom, Bravery, Respect, Honesty, Truth, Humility, and Love. The stories of these nations endure and continue to guide our thoughts and actions on this land. 
	We recognize the medicine wheel and its teachings. We recognize the four directions: North, South, East and West, and the four seasons, Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. It is these four seasons that represent the circle of life.
	“Nin-din-awe-maagan-i-dok,” (nin-din-ah-magan-ee-doc) which means, we are all relations. We are all One. 


Opening Hymn suggestions:

“Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works” (Dakota hymn. Voices United #308)
“Like A Mighty River Flowing” (VU #267)
“Jesus, Come to Our Hearts” (VU #324. Since it’s not Easter, consider omitting verse #4)

“It’s A Song of Praise to the Maker” (More Voices #30)
“O Beautiful Gaia” (MV #41. This song that lends itself easily to creating a personalized verse for your church. IE: “Waves sparkling on Simcoe, O Gaia calling us home…” or “Wolf call in Algonquin, O Gaia calling us home…” or “Sun Warming Washaga, O Gaia calling us home…” If you’re feeling adventurous, you can pause the singing, ask for suggestions and then incorporate them on the spot. Don’t worry about getting the cadence exactly right. The congregation will enjoy participating.)

“For Everyone Born” (Then Let Us Sing #23)                                                                                                                                     “There’s A Wild Hope in the Wind” (TLUS #64)
Call To Worship & Prayer of Approach:
Leader: Let us pray together. God, by whatever name we call You, and however we experience You in our individual lives, we come today ready to celebrate Your Presence. As we gather together, open our hearts to notice your voice. 
ALL: In the song of birds, in the rustle of leaves, in the warmth of the sun and the gentle rain.
Leader: In the wisdom of other peoples and cultures.
ALL: In our own longing for connection and Oneness. 
Leader: Thank you for this time of prayer, reflection and learning.
ALL: We come ready and grateful to receive Your Word. Amen.

Prayer of Confession & Affirmation:
Leader: Before God, with the people of God, I admit to my fears and failings. To the way I wound my life, the lives of others and the life of the world.
ALL: May God forgive you; Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. Before God, with the people of God, we confess to our fears and failings. To the ways we wound our lives, the lives of others and the life of the world.
Leader: May God forgive you; Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. With the whole church,
ALL: We affirm that we are made in God’s image, befriended by Christ, empowered by the Spirit.
Leader: With people everywhere,
ALL: We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, planted more deeply than all that is wrong.
Leader: With all creation,
ALL: We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; the unfolding purposes of God, forever at work in ourselves and the world.

Scripture reading:                                                                                                                                                 Psalm 96: 11-12  (NRSVue)                                                                                                                                                                     Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;                                                                                                            let the sea roar, and all that fills it;                                                                                                                                            let the field exult, and everything in it.                                                                                                                                  Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy.                                                                                                                     

Short Hymns for Before reflection/sermon:
“Spirit of the Living God” (VU #376)
“Spirit of Life” (VU #381)
“Breathe on Me, Breath of Life” (VU #382)

“Shadow and Sunshine” (More Voices #44)

“As the Moon” (Then Let Us Sing #50)                                                                                                                                        “Faith, Hope and Love Abide” (TLUS #52)                                                                                                                               “Holy One, may your presence here” (TLUS #151)

Reflection/Sermon is available on the Indigenous Day of Prayer webpage, under the title “2026 Indigenous Day of Prayer Worship Sermon Resource”

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance, help us to spend these gifts wisely, share our love bravely and use our hands, or gifts, for the good of all. 

Pastoral Prayer: 
Adapt the text of “Touch The Earth Lightly,” (VU #307, words by Shirley Erena Murray) into a pastoral prayer. 

Closing hymn suggestions:
“This Is God’s Wondrous World” (Voices United #296)
“Spirit Dancing” (VU #388, since it’s not Easter, consider omitting verses 3 and 4)
“Touch the Earth Lightly” (VU #307. Suggestion: Omit verse #2)

“Holy Spirit, You’re Like the Wind” (More Voices #5)
“Draw The Circle Wide” (More Voices #145)
“Each Blade of Grass” (MV #37)
“Never Ending Joy” (MV #40)

“Land of Hope” (Then Let Us Sing #63)                                                                                                                                    “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing (TLUS #123)

Benediction: 
(Traditional Celtic blessing with Indigenous blessing insert)
“Deep peace of the running wave to you. Deep peace of the flowing air to you. Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. Deep peace of the shining stars to you. May, in every moment, you know the peace of God’s presence within and all around. Deep peace to you. “Nin-din-awe-maagan-i-dok” Amen.”









2

