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Shortly after the resurrection, Luke’s gospel tells us about two disciples walking to Emmaus. A stranger joins them and asks, “What news?” They answer, “About Jesus of Nazareth. Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death. They crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”
That line breaks my heart. But we had hoped. We could all fill in our own version.
But we had hoped the war would be over.
But we had hoped things would be different by now. 
But we had hoped they’d still be here.
Life is full of dashed hopes and bad news. The disciples had hoped for a redeemer. Instead, they experienced trauma and heartbreaking loss. And then came confusing news. News they were pretty sure was fake news.
Propaganda isn’t new. Empires have always used it. But today, with AI and deep fakes, it’s even harder to know what’s true. It’s good to be skeptical and to defend good journalism.
That’s exactly where the disciples were when the women came with the news that Jesus was risen. The scripture says it seemed to them nonsense, an idle tale, fake news. The good news begins with the least credible sources in the eyes of the world. Women and then biased followers. Not Caesar, not Pilate—no official report, just testimony.
So Easter—bad news, confusing news, maybe even fake news—that doesn’t naturally add up to hope. So where does the good news come from?
Not from dark chocolate Easter bunnies, as much as I feel like that might help. The good news came because a small community encountered the risen Christ and believed that death was defeated, that injustice was not the last word. The Good News came from a group of believers whose lives were so radically changed from the inside out, they began to transform the world around them.
Today, as followers of Jesus the risen Christ, we continue to be and share that good news. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.
