[TEMPLATE letter]

[date]
The Right Honourable Mark Carney, P.C., M.P,
Prime Minister of Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6
Mark.Carney@parl.gc.ca 
Dear Prime Minister,
I am writing to you with grave concern about the situation in the Middle East at a time of renewed war and devastation. The widening hostilities endanger lives and deepen fear and uncertainty among peoples who have already endured prolonged instability and conflict. The only just path forward is de-escalation, and respect for human dignity, international law, self-determination, and state sovereignty. I hope that you will raise your voice for justice, accountability, and sustained, respectful diplomatic engagement to end the current war, for the sake of millions of civilians in the Middle East whose lives are currently at risk.
While my mind and heart are with all people of the region, I am painfully aware that, in the shadows of this current war, Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territories continue to suffer on a daily basis due to the consequences of Israel’s illegal annexation of East Jerusalem and the West Bank, settlement expansion, confiscation of Palestinian land, settler violence, home demolitions, and movement restrictions. The rights of Christians and Muslims to worship freely in Jerusalem are also violated. 
Israel has taken steps in recent months to accelerate the expansion of Israeli sovereignty over the West Bank, all in violation of international law, with the openly stated aim to put a nail in the coffin of the two-state solution. The government of Israel has not faced any serious consequences for these human rights violations and violations of international law committed in the occupied Palestinian territories.
I am particularly concerned about the situation in East Jerusalem, which Israel has illegally annexed in violation of international law. Jerusalem is holy to three monotheistic religions and two peoples and must remain united; the city’s multireligious, multiethnic, and multicultural character must be protected, and no restrictions can be imposed on access to holy sites, including the Holy Sepulchre Church and Haram Al-Sharif/Al-Aqsa Compound. 


The International Court of Justice (ICJ) Advisory Opinion, of July 2024, provides a clear path for states like Canada to hold the government of Israel accountable. The court named third state responsibilities, including that states ensure they are not rendering aid or assistance in maintaining the situation created by Israel’s illegal presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
On 17 February 2026, the UN missions of more than 80 Member States issued a statement condemning measures aimed at expanding Israel’s unlawful presence in the West Bank, underlining their strong opposition to any form of annexation as well as the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and the obligation to end the illegal occupation. Disappointingly, Canada’s UN Mission was not among them. Canada must ensure that such condemnation is followed immediately by meaningful consequences to change the deteriorating situation on the ground. 
I call on Canada to:
1. Fully uphold international law:
i) Impose sanctions on the government of Israel to stop current annexation moves. 
ii) Support the end of Israel’s illegal occupation of the Palestinian Territories, in line with the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice, issued in July 2024.
iii) Scale up emergency support for Palestinian villages threatened and affected by forced displacement from settler violence and occupation policies. Demand that those who have been displaced can return to their villages.
iv) Scale up Canada’s support to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East as well as Palestinian, Israeli, and international civil society organizations working towards a just peace.
v) Cooperate fully with the International Criminal Court, and exercise available bases of extraterritorial and universal jurisdiction to investigate and try crimes under international law in national courts, consistent with international standards.
2. Stop Canada’s trade of goods and services with illegal Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and suspend bilateral agreements with Israel until it ends its occupation.
3. Implement sanctions against Israeli settlers and members of settler organizations involved in violent crimes against Palestinian communities, and Israeli government officials supporting and advocating for the annexation of occupied East Jerusalem and the West Bank, all in violation of international law. 


4. Impose an immediate and comprehensive arms embargo on military trade with Israel as called for by Canadian civil society in the Arms Embargo Now campaign.
Peace can be achieved through justice which requires that Israel be held accountable for its ongoing and illegal occupation of Palestine. Palestinians and Israelis who hope for a better future for all people in Palestine and Israel are clear that unless the international community holds Israel accountable, it has no incentive to end its illegal occupation. 
I look forward to action from your government and to receiving your response.

Sincerely,


[your name, address and contact information]

c.c.:
The Hon. Anita Anand, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Anita.Anand@international.gc.ca 
The Hon Michael Chong, Conservative Party, Michael.Chong@parl.gc.ca 
Alexandre Boulerice, New Democratic Party, Alexandre.Boulerice@parl.gc.ca 
Elizbeth May, Green Party, Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca 
The United Church of Canada, justice@united-church.ca 
