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Earth Sunday Prayer Service
Intro to Earth Week
The whole church is invited to participate in Together For the Love of Creation’s 4th annual Earth Week, being held April 19-26, 2026. This Earth Sunday service, for April 19th, is an opportunity to celebrate the ways communities of faith have and can continue to act, learn, and pray for climate justice. Creatively adapt these ideas for your context.
Faith communities are invited to pray, learn, and act for Climate Justice during Earth Week. In the past, events have included Earth Sunday services, Faithful Climate Conversations, Earth Day Concerts, Faithful Footprint Retrofit tours, public lectures on climate justice, a People’s Parade for Life, a Resurrect Your Bike event, meeting with elected officials, a Wild Church Service, a prayer hike, a forest bathing walk, planting trees and gardens, and more. This year, we have a special Call for Climate Leadership letter that you can invite congregants to personalize and sign, then collect and deliver to your Member of Parliament to call for their leadership.
More information about United Church Climate efforts can be found on The United Church of Canada’s Climate Change webpage.
Introduction to the Service 
Prepare
For the sermon, you will need to familiarize yourself with the asks in the Call for Climate Leadership posted on the Earth Week newspost page. You may wish to watch and share the Moderator video. A special online workshop, Succeed at Advocacy: Earth Week 2026 will be held on April 7 at 2 pm ET (and recorded) where animation ideas will be developed and shared. You can sign up and read more on ChurchX. Feel free to reach out to justice@united-church.ca for further support.
Review the interactive map of all the events being organized across Canada. Add your Earth Sunday service as an event. The first 50 events registered will receive two free For the Love of Creation t-shirts. What events are you holding in your community of faith or community? What is happening online or nearby that you could invite your community of faith to participate in? What events inspire you to draw attention to during your service or in advance of Earth Week? How can you hold this common effort in prayer during the service?
Music selections are from the wonderful new music resource, Then Let Us Sing! Additional hymns can be found in previous Earth Sunday services on the Earth Sunday worship page. 


Land Acknowledgement
Welcome to this Earth Day Prayer Service. 
Everyone is invited to participate as they feel comfortable in this time of worship. 
We are grateful for the privilege to gather in this time and space.
We pause to acknowledge our relationship to the physical places that we have gathered in and our relationship with the people who gather here with us and who have gathered here before us. 
[Insert your community’s Land Acknowledgement]
Water Blessing
Pray this water blessing before pouring water into the baptismal font.
Water is a gift of life, a symbol of God’s grace in our lives. Water nourishes us. As Christians, we are baptized by water and the Spirit, enfolded into the Christ community. 
We know there are times and spaces where water is lacking, where water is polluted, where water is commodified, and where water floods. We pray that all of Creation has access to clean, sustaining, abundant water.
God of Life, we ask that you bless this water, a sign of your grace, that continues to sustain us as we journey toward truth, confession, and a turning again toward you and toward each other. God of Life, fill this water, fill us with your reconciling love. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
(Excerpt from the 2025 Two Spirit and LGBTTQIA+ Apology Service)
Sung Response: Water Song
The Nibi (Water) Song was composed by Doreeen Day at the request of her grandson. Sung by Joni Shawana, Healing Programs Coordinator, it was recorded for World Water Day 2023. Learn more about the song on the Mother Earth Water Walk website. 
Anishnawbe words: Ne-be Gee Zah- gay- e- goo, Gee Me-gwetch -wayn ne- me – goo, Gee Zah Wayn ne- me- goo
English translation: Water, we love you. We thank you. We respect you.
or
TLUS 11 “The River is a Healer”


Call to Worship
Come all who seek the way of love,
To praise and worship the God of extravagant welcome,
Come all who seek vitality,
To praise and worship the God of abundant life, 
Come all who seek connection,
To praise and worship the God of all Creation.
Opening Song
TLUS “A Strand in the Web of Life”
The Call to Live with Respect
We, humans, are but one strand in a web of life, and only one being among many relations. The land and waters are not resources to be exhausted. Serious disruption and harm has been caused by colonization and extractivism in the material and the spiritual. We, as followers of Christ, seek balance, the repairing of relations and to live with respect in Creation today and for seven generations. And we call on all people to do likewise, for the sake of Mother Earth.
Opening Prayer
Our kin, the flora and fauna are calling,
The earth, the sea, and the sky join in,
Mother earth is hurting 
they cry
We need you to act with us
they call
We need you to join us in the restoring Creation
So that our mother may flourish once more.
We need you, they plead.
Discerning God, 
How do we faithfully respond to these calls?
[moment of silence]
What would you have us do?
How would you like us to act?
Guide us, we pray and lead us towards transformative actions.
Amen.


Children’s Time/ Learning Together
What makes a follower of Jesus?
I had a Sunday school teacher who always told me that Christianity was a team sport, and to be a good follower of Jesus, you need to be a good team player. 
And what makes a good team player?
A good teammate doesn’t judge or compare teammates to other members, instead they support and encourage their teammates.
As Christians, we support and encourage each other as we seek to follow Christ, offering our unique gifts and skills for the sake of the team. In everything, we are stronger and more impactful together. This is especially true as we work together to care for a Creation shattered by the climate crisis. Together we can follow Christ in restoring abundant life for all of God’s Creation.
So being a follower of Jesus could look like being a team player?
What else makes a follower of Jesus?
I had another teacher tell me that to be a follower of Jesus, you must be a good friend to all, including all of Creation. What does that look like? 
A good friend provides support, guidance, and perhaps most importantly, loves us for who we are, not just what we provide. They challenge us, celebrate us, and show up for us. A true friend delights in helping their beloved flourish. Jesus, our friend encourages us to be good friends to all of Creation. How can we become a better friend to the Earth as followers of Jesus?
What do you think makes a follower of Jesus? How do you think followers of Jesus should care for Creation?
Sung Response
TLUS 149 “Yeshuko pachhi”
Scripture
The Story of Creation
Reading 1: Genesis 1
Creation Story performed by Deaf theologian Noah Buchholz 
Reading 2: Genesis 2:7
So Creator fashioned an earth-creature out of the clay of the earth, and blew into its nostrils the breath of life. And the earth-creature became a living being.
Gospel: Luke 6:47–49
Sermon
For the sermon you may wish to speak to the actions listed below, or invite various voices to share their testimonies and/or actions. You could also consider having stations with information and stories about each of these six actions throughout your sanctuary. Attendees can be invited to personalize and sign the Call for Climate Leadership letter. (See prepare for service notes in the introduction.)
You could model listening to the experience of those most affected by climate change by sharing testimonies. Global Citizen invited its members around the world to share impact; a selection of these, with emphasis on communities in the Global South who are most affected, could be read aloud by different speakers.
Suggested Actions 
· Listen to the experience and solutions of those most affected by climate change  
· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions through legislation 
· Uphold the rights, knowledge, sovereignty, and leadership of Indigenous Peoples 
· Increase climate finance grants for communities facing climate devastation in the Global South 
· Invest in renewable energy, not fossil fuels, and support communities in transition 
· Uphold environmental protections and human rights
Another option would be to have a litany of blessing for Creation-loving actions (see Act/Fast: Spiritual Practices for a Climate in Crisis, page 24, or create your own).
Sung Response
TLUS 158 “On this good earth”
Invitation to Offering
As the offering is collected, invite the community to reflect on how they will act for the climate. What resources do they have to offer for the sake of Mother Earth? If people have personalized their Call for Climate Leadership letters, they could be brought forward during the offertory time and blessed before being delivered to your church’s local MP. 
Offertory Music
TLUS 60 “There’s enough for all”


Prayer of Dedication and Pastoral Prayer
With our time, with our talents, with our treasures and with our trust,
We respond to the cries of Creation.
Bless our actions in this offering, and may they bare fruit beyond our imagining,
For the sake of your Creation.
Amen
Sung Response 
TLUS 72 “Oh, let us breathe”
Prayer of Environmental Lament and Repentance
Members of religious orders in the Anglican Church of Melanesia, one of most vulnerable areas to climate change due to sea level rise, wrote this lament.
Sung Response
TLUS 125 “Walang sinuman ang nabubuhay”
Affirmation of Faith
In the end, we believe that love will transform us.
The current climate emergency compels us to act for the love of Creation. 
Our faith teaches us that acts of love, no matter the size, 
strengthens the love that we share with one another and with Creation. 
While our hope and love can be tested, it cannot be measured. 
No act of sincere love is ever wasted. 
We believe that
in all things we are strengthen through Christ who loves us and all of God’s Creation. 
And with this strength, 
we are convinced that there is nothing
neither death nor life
neither angels nor rulers, 
nor suffering, nor fear, 
nor things present, nor things to come
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else that
will be able to separate us from our Creator and their Good Creation.
(Adapted from Romans 8)


Closing Hymn
TLUS 157 “Where the green will rise again”
Blessing 
May we have the wisdom to discern,
The courage to act, 
And the compassion to serve.
May our faithful loving actions 
protect God’s reaction, 
reflect Christ’s justice, and
share the Spirit’s hope to present and future generations. 
And May the abundant Grace of God
The extravagant love of Christ
And the transformational power of the Holy Spirit be with us all
As we act each day for Creation.
(Parts of this blessing are adapted from a prayer by Rev. Shepherd Munikwa)
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