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Mission and Service—helping transform lives, inspire meaning and purpose, and 
build a better world.
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[bookmark: _Toc122446381][bookmark: _Toc152068328][bookmark: _Toc152068395][bookmark: _Toc152068440][bookmark: _Toc218584372]Welcome to Mission and Service Stories!
Mission and Service Stories are for sharing with our faithful supporters to show them the amazing work their gifts make possible.
These stories can be used in services, in newsletters, and in face-to-face conversations. The more they’re shared, the more people will understand just how life-changing Mission and Service is!
For videos of some of the work you make possible, visit the Mission and Service playlist on our YouTube channel.
We hope this resource is helpful and inspiring.
As always, we would love to hear your feedback. Drop us a line at ms@united-church.ca and let us know what you like, what we can improve on, and what we can focus on developing.
Blessings,
The Philanthropy Team


[bookmark: _Toc166588373][bookmark: _Toc152068442][bookmark: _Toc203488968][bookmark: _Toc218584373]January 5: Reflecting on the Past, Building the Future
[bookmark: _Toc152068443]As we welcome 2025, we are given an opportunity to reflect on the past year—the challenges faced, the resilience shown, and the moments of joy and connection that carry us forward. The new year is a time to embrace hope, dream of new possibilities, and recommit ourselves to building a world rooted in Christ’s love. 
In a time when uncertainty continues to shape our world, acts of kindness and solidarity make all the difference. Together through Mission and Service, we can create change that ripples through families, communities, and beyond. Let this new year be a reminder that hope grows when we work together. 
This year, let us continue to strive to care for one another and the world around us. As we begin this next chapter, may we walk with Mission and Service partners, finding strength in our shared commitment to a better tomorrow. With gratitude for the journey so far, and anticipation for all that lies ahead, let us move into 2025 with courage, generosity, and a renewed sense of purpose. 
Thank you for the impact you made in 2024. Your ongoing generosity through Mission and Service is needed to spark hope, bring peace, and transform lives. 


[bookmark: _Toc203488969][bookmark: _Toc218584374]January 12: Faith in Action: Empowering Global Peace
[bookmark: _Toc152068444]Project Ploughshares is a Canadian peace research institute with a focus on disarmament efforts and international security. It is also one of our dedicated Mission and Service partners. Project Ploughshares’ important efforts come with many barriers, including discouragement, pushback, and regular exposure to mentally draining work.
Duncan Etches started his journey with Project Ploughshares as a supporter. When he saw an opportunity to be The United Church of Canada representative on the management committee, he felt it was time to step into the key role. He comments on how wise and inspirational the whole team is, sharing that “they keep hope in impossible situations.”
Project Ploughshares includes people from diverse backgrounds who are all deeply committed to making the world a better place. Rooted in the ethics of Christianity—peace, reconciliation, and justice—their work connects with people inside and outside faith communities. Members are respected and invited to be part of important conversations.
Your support through Mission and Service provides encouragement and hope to leaders of Project Ploughshares, a vital connection point for those passionate about global peace and security. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488970][bookmark: _Toc218584375]January 19: Empowering Bold Leadership
[bookmark: _Toc152068445]“I want the United Church of Canada to continue the policies, as well as the vision and the actions that make our slogan ‘Bold Discipleship, Daring Justice, and Deep Spirituality’ truly mean something.” 
These are words from Matthew Tyhurst, one of The United Church of Canada’s Youth Forum Leadership Animators. More of Matthew’s thoughts on the Centennial can be found on YouTube. 
In July 2024, Matthew was one of eight passionate youth from across Canada who gathered in Calgary. Together, they worked to lay the foundation for 100 young people under the age of 30 to attend The United Church of Canada's General Council 45 in 2025, coinciding with the church's Centennial celebrations. 
The group of talented and diverse youth are committed to developing leadership among their peers. After their time in Calgary, they returned to their local communities and regions to work on learning goals and projects for four weeks, but remain engaged throughout the year. 
The group focused on building leadership and guiding their peers as they explore their roles in the church. Their placements in local and regional communities are designed to help them grow and prepare for the future. 
Your gifts to Mission and Service support youth as they inspire communities and engage in leadership. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488971][bookmark: _Toc218584376]January 26: A Network of Hope
Becoming a parent or guardian is a life-changing, complex experience that doesn’t have a one-size-fits-all answer. As kids, we looked to adults for guidance as we navigated the world with fresh eyes. Now, as adults, we recognize that we’re still figuring things out as we go, and there’s always an opportunity to grow our skills and minds.
In London, Ontario, Mission and Service partners with the London Community Chaplaincy as they respond to parents and guardians who want to build a network of support, share the parenting journey, and develop new skills as they navigate raising children in a low-income setting. Together, these parents are working hard to build a positive future for their children and families.
Each week, London Community Chaplaincy provides a welcoming and safe social setting for adults to connect and grow as parents. Not only do they learn how to guide a child through critical stages of development, but also how to navigate being a parent or guardian while also managing financial stress, food insecurity, housing complications, and more. Gathering with other adults in a similar situation allows participants to share their struggles and triumphs, further building a sense of community.
Your gifts to Mission and Service support partnerships like the London Community Chaplaincy as they help empower parents along the parenting journey. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc155969797][bookmark: _Toc203488972][bookmark: _Toc218584377]February 2: A Classroom of Care
[bookmark: _Toc155969798]Signing up for a course is both exciting and nerve-wracking. We wonder what skills we’ll learn and how quickly we’ll see improvement, and worry about how naturally “talented” we may be.
In Sambir, Ukraine, English teacher Ilona is encouraging her learners to challenge that way of thinking and enjoy the aspect of social time with one another while learning English. This class, supported by Mission and Service partner ACT Alliance, is part of a psychosocial support program for Ukrainians displaced by war. Ilona and her family were also displaced by the conflict in Ukraine, and she is now actively contributing to the well-being of others in similar situations.
In-person learning expands opportunities and access while also providing crucial social engagement and human interaction. As Ilona says “When we come together and get to know each other, we have a community. We can open up and share our thoughts, feelings, and experiences.” In a low-pressure learning environment, students can feel comfortable as they learn skills and learn about each other.
Thank you for the support you show to through Mission and Service as our neighbours endure the ongoing impacts of war and conflict.


[bookmark: _Toc203488973][bookmark: _Toc218584378]February 9: Farming Against the Odds
[bookmark: _Toc155969799]In the rugged hills of India’s Badabasko village, Jaiprakash Paharia, a determined 60-year-old farmer, and his wife, Rami Paharin, have battled against nature's odds. Their land, stony and dependent on increasingly unpredictable rains, yielded meagre crops of maize, cowpea, pigeon pea, and sorghum each year. Their family had literally hit rock bottom.
Faced with declining harvests, they turned to goat rearing in search of a more sustainable livelihood. Left with no other choice, Jaiprakash invested all he had in what seemed to be a promising venture. However, these efforts were marred by heartbreaking losses. Year after year, diseases claimed up to 20 of their precious goats, threatening their hope for a steady future once again. It was as if they were back at the foot of the hill; they were desperate.
As they were counting their losses, through Mission and Service partner Canadian Foodgrains Bank, member Tearfund Canada brought life-changing support to their village through The Evangelical Fellowship of India Commission on Relief (EFICOR).  The project team provided thorough training on livestock management practices and taught about essential deworming and vaccinations to best sustain livestock.
Jaiprakash was skeptical at first about giving these treatments to his goats. However, as he learned how they could safeguard his livestock's health, he took on these practices graciously and achieved transformative results. For the first time since they had started keeping livestock, their goats remained healthy throughout the season, with zero losses! This newfound stability secured their livelihood and revitalized their hope for the future.
Jaiprakash and his family are endlessly thankful to Tearfund Canada and EFICOR for their radical support. Their training not only improved the health and well-being of their livestock but also equipped them with the tools and understanding to sustain themselves through future adversity.
Thank you for supporting our Mission and Service partners and people around the world, as they walk toward a more sustainable future.


[bookmark: _Toc203488974][bookmark: _Toc218584379]February 16: When Faith Meets Understanding
[bookmark: _Toc155969800]In the Rift Valley of Kenya, over 200,000 people are HIV positive, and many will not survive. Grandmothers whose children have died of AIDS are often left alone to care for their grandchildren, and to add insult to injury, their church community condemns them, leaving them without support as they raise their grandchildren.
Some pastors in the Rift Valley, as in many other places, believe and teach that faithful Christians cannot contract the disease and that it is a judgment from God—a disease for sexual sinners.
“The pastors had little information about HIV and AIDS; to them, and others in the community, it was a strange disease…. [They believed] HIV was a result of sexual sin and was a judgement from God for the sexually immoral,” writes Esther Mombo of the World Council of Churches.
In partnership with the United Church of Canada, Mombo and Pauline Wanjuru of St. Paul’s University in Limuru, Kenya, led a series of workshops in one Rift Valley community that has been hit especially hard by HIV/AIDS. They invited grandmothers and pastors to connect and learn from each other.
One grandmother who attended the workshops was 70 years old. She was raising three grandchildren on her own after losing both her daughter and her son. Instead of stepping up to help, her neighbours refused to visit her because they said her daughter and son had been sexually immoral. Her pastor wouldn’t even attend her children’s funerals because he didn’t want to be seen associating with her family. When she went to church, the pastor preached about the punishment for sexual immorality.
At the workshops, this woman bravely told her story to the pastors who attended. She also shared with them how it felt to be shamed for loving her children and caring for her grandchildren. Another grandmother explained that her grandchildren were born with the virus and couldn’t have been involved in any sexual immorality. Yet another spoke of God’s love for everyone. Pastors listened and learned, and moved forward by making a commitment to extend compassion and offer pastoral care to the grandmothers.
All of us know from our own life experience that when we know better, we do better. Your Mission and Service gifts gave these grandmothers the opportunity to help their pastors learn to do better by connecting their love for their grandchildren to God’s love for all. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488975][bookmark: _Toc218584380]February 23: Hope in Action
When we hear of a global emergency, our minds often jump to “How can we help?” Your gifts to Mission and Service enable partners to immediately get to work providing crucial basic needs: food, water, shelter, and medication. But after the initial response, and after headlines fade away, the emergency and urgency remain.
After the immediate shock fades, people living in the wake of a disaster can have difficulty imagining what life will look like down the road. In these times, hope is an essential, powerful force that gives us the motivation to move forward and inspires us to keep going.
Two years after the February 2023 earthquakes, people in Syria are still experiencing the devastating aftermath, exacerbated by civil war and other natural disasters. And Mission and Service partner the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) continues to be hard at work providing hope. From retrofitting buildings and providing medical equipment to education and trauma healing, MECC is dedicated to sustainable relief. In Aleppo, MECC rehabilitated four schools before the academic year began in September 2023, providing children with a safe place to learn.
Thank you for supporting the work of our Mission and Service partners. Your generosity is a beacon of hope during challenging times.


[bookmark: _Toc203488976][bookmark: _Toc218584381]March 2: Hope for Mothers, Strength for Families 
In the Eastern Carpathian Mountains, far from the chaos of war, a retreat in Tukhlya, Ukraine offers rest and renewal to mothers who have given everything for their families. Supported by Mission and Service partner ACT Alliance, ACT member Hungarian Interchurch Aid has welcomed 135 mothers and their children in the “Happy Family” initiative, providing space for healing and resilience.
In early January 2025, 18 mothers and their little ones arrived. All had either been displaced by war or lived near the frontlines. Many are exhausted, burdened by grief and overwhelming responsibilities. “I always thought only about my children—their clothes, food, education,” shares Yulia, a mother of five who lost her husband a year ago. “Here, I was able to stop and think about myself.”
With psychological support, hiking, art therapy, and group sessions, the retreat helps women regain their inner strength. While the women focus on healing, their children participate in creative activities, allowing everyone time for self-care. Many women hesitated before they left home, worried about stepping away from their duties and earnings. “How could I leave everything?” Yulia recalled. “But now I see how much I needed this time to regain my strength and return home with love and energy.”
For many, this is their first experience receiving psychological support. “These exercises helped me understand myself better,” says Nataliya, who fled to Lviv after losing her home. “I learned techniques I can use every day to cope.”
This retreat is made possible with help from your gifts to Mission and Service. While it cannot erase hardship, it offers strength for the journey ahead. Your support provides a space for healing, restoring hope, and empowering those in need. Thank you for making a difference.


[bookmark: _Toc203488977][bookmark: _Toc218584382]March 9: PIE—Public, Intentional, Explicit Inclusion
March 14 is PIE Day, and in church circles it has nothing to do with math. “PIE” is short for “public, intentional, and explicit”—the standards we hold ourselves to when we seek to live into being affirming, welcoming, and inclusive people and communities. 
PIE Day was co-founded by Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble and Affirming Connections. Every year, Affirm United invites the church to celebrate the full inclusion of 2SLGBTQIA+ people in faith communities and beyond. The day also reminds and challenges us to continue widening our welcome to embody love and celebrate gender and sexual diversity in all its forms. It’s critical that we do.
Gender identity and sexual orientation continue to be used to justify serious human rights violations around the world. Same-sex sexual activity is a crime in 71 countries; in 11 of these the death penalty is at least a possibility. Canada is now home to 1 million people who identify as 2SLGBTQIA+. In 2019, police reported a 41 percent increase in hate crimes targeting people for their sexual orientation over the previous year, the highest total since 2009.
Your gifts through Mission and Service sustain life-transforming advocacy and education work, including supporting 2SLGBTQIA+ refugees fleeing for their lives and providing community awareness education, human rights programs, and safe spaces.
This work is vitally important. For some, it means the difference between life and death.
Thank you for giving through Mission and Service. God’s compassionate love knows no boundaries. Your generosity shows ours doesn’t either.


[bookmark: _Toc203488978][bookmark: _Toc218584383]March 16: Building Climate Resiliency
In areas where historically there has been little rain, now there are floods, and where there were floods, now there are droughts. That’s how Shadrick Chembe, the Monitoring and Evaluation Manager at Women for Change—an organization in Zambia that strives to improve conditions in rural communities by empowering women and girls—describes the changing climate in Zambia. Women bear the brunt.
“In Zambia, women are still responsible for collecting firewood and charcoal and making food. Now, because of climate change, they have to walk a longer distance to gather firewood. Charcoal is harder to get. That means it’s harder to make food. At the same time, women aren’t involved in the decision-making processes that impact this work,” explains Chembe.
Women for Change was established in 1992, and its long-standing partnership with the United Church stretches back to1995. From the beginning, mobilizing communities to share ideas and best practices has been key to the work. Since its inception, 1,500 community groups have been established, with 25‒40 people in each group and representatives from each forming associations. The groups discuss a variety of justice-related topics. Building climate resiliency by preparing for, recovering from, and adapting to drastically changing weather patterns is a priority.
Weather extremes due to climate change coupled with companies promoting seeds that only produce a single crop increasingly put people at risk.
“The majority of farmers are poor. They can’t buy seeds, but companies have created seeds that force farmers to have to purchase them each year,” says Chembe. “Groups discuss how they can save and share seeds, what they can plant with longer or shorter rains, and if there are traditional methods that can increase food production,” he says, adding, “We are grateful for the United Church’s support. The church has really been there for many years, helping us build awareness and resiliency. It’s been a real partnership.”
Your gifts through Mission and Service support long-term, life-changing work through committed partners like Women for Change. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488979][bookmark: _Toc218584384]March 23: Springtime of the Spirit 
First come the tiny snowdrops, bravely peeking out over the melting snow. Then, the crocuses with their delicate purple petals, followed by the buttery-yellow daffodils. By the time I’m bundling up for Easter service, tulips in every colour of Joseph’s splendid coat are blooming.
Spring reminds us of renewal, of hope, of life returning. And in this Easter season, I see that same renewal in the Mission and Service work that your generosity makes possible.
Because of you, Mission and Service partners are like the first flowers of spring—blooming where they are needed most. Your compassion takes root and becomes warmth and care for those in crisis, hope for those facing hardship, and new possibilities for communities near and far.
Like the crocuses and tulips, our shared ministry blossoms in many forms, responding to the needs of different communities in the ways that will help most. Your support makes this possible, and for that, we are deeply grateful. 
This Easter, may you be like the first flowers of spring—vibrant, alive, and bringing joy to those around you. In this time of renewal, know that your generosity through Mission and Service will help even more seeds of hope take root and grow. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488980][bookmark: _Toc218584385]March 30: Breaking Barriers: Women in Theology and Leadership
In India, social and cultural factors limit access to theological education for women in comparison to men. The Rev. B. Silpa Rani is actively encouraging women to pursue theological education and engage in leadership roles.
When Silpa started her first degree in Theology, she spent two years as the only woman in a class of 16. Now, years later, as she works on her doctoral dissertation, she has seen a gradual increase in the enrolment of women in theological programs. While this is encouraging, Silpa recognizes that there is still a long journey forward. While she seeks to empower modern women, she is also working to shed light on the experiences of women and minorities of the past.
Silpa was the recipient of a theological education scholarship, which paved her way to join the faculty at Bishop's College, Kolkata. She has been exploring the unique identity of the Qumran community within the context of the Dead Sea Scrolls. She is actively researching to identify the women, children, and minority groups of the society, drawing parallels between the Qumran context and contemporary Indian context.
Your Mission and Service gifts provide support to leaders like Silpa, who are actively working to empower women and change the world.

[bookmark: _Toc192585141][bookmark: _Toc203488467][bookmark: _Toc218584386]
April 6: The Next Century: Youth Leading the Way
“100 years from now, I definitely see the church being a diverse and open space for all because of the program boards that are being put in place.”
These are thoughts from Mariana Muhumuza, one of The United Church of Canada’s Youth Forum Leadership Animators, on her vision for the next 100 years of the United Church of Canada. More of Mariana's thoughts on the United Church’s Centennial can be found on YouTube.
In July 2024, Mariana was among eight passionate youth from across Canada who gathered in Calgary. Together, they worked to lay the foundation for 100 young people under the age of 30 to attend The United Church of Canada's General Council 45 in 2025, coinciding with the church's Centennial commemorations.
This group of talented and diverse youth is committed to developing leadership among their peers. After their time in Calgary, they returned to their local communities and regions to work on learning goals and projects for four weeks, and to remain engaged throughout the year.
The group focused on building leadership and guiding their peers as they explore their roles in the church. Their placements in local and regional communities are designed to help them grow and prepare for the future.
Your gifts to Mission and Service support youth as they inspire communities and engage in leadership. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc192585142][bookmark: _Toc203488468][bookmark: _Toc218584387]April 13: Supporting a Rights-Based Approach to Growing Food
The Association of Economic and Social Development Santa Marta (ADES), a Mission and Service partner, is located in an area of Central America that is very vulnerable to climate change. This hot, dry region regularly experiences drought. Mining projects have also negatively affected the environment and the people in the region. ADES and other community organizations decided to act to protect the community’s right to a healthy environment.
An example of how ADES has responded is a three-year agroecology project co-funded by the Manitoba Council for International Cooperation and The United Church of Canada Foundation, along with Mission and Service. Agroecology benefits the land and water because it recycles nutrients back into the soil. It also reduces production costs, lessening the financial burden on rural farmers.
In this project, ADES works closely with the community to grow food in a rural region of El Salvador, promoting sustainable agriculture that protects biodiversity, maintains the integrity of the land, and upholds rural culture.
At the centre of the project is the Dora Alicia Sorto School Farm, where rural families, mainly led by women, learn about agroecology. The school provides training, technical expertise, and seeds indigenous to the region. It focuses on preserving the surrounding environment and on upholding gender and human rights as part of its approach to food security.
Your gifts to Mission and Service help support ADES’ agroecology project. Thank you for your generosity!


[bookmark: _Toc192585143][bookmark: _Toc203488469][bookmark: _Toc218584388]April 20: Renewing Hope and Growing Love 
Easter is a time of renewal and reflection—a reminder of the boundless grace and love that flow through the world. It is also a time to celebrate the ways that you put love into action through Mission and Service.
For 100 years, the faithful generosity of compassionate people like you has helped The United Church of Canada answer Jesus’ call to love and serve. Across Canada and around the world, this support has empowered, and continues to empower, life-changing work. In El Salvador, rural farmers are getting the resources to grow enough food for their families. In Zimbabwe, women are learning skills to build sustainable livelihoods. And these are just two of the countless stories of transformation made possible by Mission and Service partners. 
As the church looks toward the next century, this legacy of compassion and justice continues. The impact of every gift, every prayer, and every act of service will echo far into the future, ensuring the church remains a source of love and hope for generations to come.
Thank you for the love you show through Mission and Service. With your help, we will move together with compassion into the next 100 years. 


[bookmark: _Toc192585144][bookmark: _Toc203488470][bookmark: _Toc218584389]April 27: Changing the Narrative: Young Voices for Climate Justice 
In 2024, Mission and Service partner the World Student Christian Federation Asia-Pacific collaborated with the Bangladesh Student Christian Movement on a workshop called “Youth Leading Change: Climate Justice through Cultural Movement.” Through discussions and activities, it aimed to raise awareness among young people about climate challenges and empower them to take local actions.
Over four days, 50 passionate students from various regions of Bangladesh came together to address the critical issue of climate change. They explored the severe impacts that climate change has on communities and livelihoods in Bangladesh, particularly the displacement caused by floods. Floods force families to migrate to Dhaka, now one of the world’s most densely populated cities.
The heart-wrenching stories of displaced families deeply resonated with the participants, igniting their determination to drive change. Equipped with knowledge and tools, these young leaders are now poised to advocate for climate justice and inspire their communities.
Your generous support of Mission and Service helps make empowering work like this possible. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488471][bookmark: _Toc218584390]May 4: Faith in Every Word: The Mohawk Bible Translation
Language carries the unique way a community understands the world. It shapes how people relate to one another, to the land, to the spiritual, and to the sacred. When a language is lost, a way of seeing the world is lost with it. 
Preserving language enables future generations to engage in their rich culture in a rounded and essential way. Without understanding dialect-specific phrases and expressions, the vital wisdom of a culture can be lost. 
As part of the ongoing work of preserving the Mohawk language, a complete translation of the Bible into the Mohawk language was developed, through the devotion, knowledge, and artistry of Harvey Satewas Gabriel and supported by generations of women in the Gabriel family and the communities of Kanesatake and Kahnawake.
Those partnering on the Mohawk Language Bible have taken great care and effort in ensuring proper language interpretation and translation. Working in agreement with the Mohawk Nation, collaborators have taken the time to listen to each other and learn in order to move the project forward.
Your gifts to Mission and Service allow projects that preserve language and culture to flourish. Thank you for helping to uplift voices, preserve heritage, and walk in respectful relationship.
Ohiatonhseratokénti: The Holy Bible in Mohawk is available for purchase through the UCRD bookstore.


[bookmark: _Toc203488472][bookmark: _Toc218584391]May 11: Learning About God’s Love
Queer Kid Bible Camp is a unique and affirming space that has emerged to provide a supportive environment for 2SLGBTQIA+ youth within the framework of spirituality. Started by Mission and Service partner Silver Spire United Church in St. Catharines, Ontario, Queer Kid Bible Camp blends teachings of God’s love with messages of inclusivity.
Queer individuals have often been marginalized or excluded in spiritual experiences, which can make them feel isolated and alienated. Queer Kid Bible Camp aims to challenge these negative experiences by fostering a sense of belonging and acceptance in a spiritual context. The camp offers a place for young 2SLGBTQIA+ individuals to explore and reconcile their faith with their identity. Through theological and spiritual discussions, youth can openly ask questions without feeling uncertain about their safety.
The benefits of Queer Kid Bible Camp extend beyond its immediate impact on individual campers. The camp experience sparks conversation with parents and guardians who want to connect and understand their children better. As young participants gain confidence and self-acceptance, they become advocates for change within their own communities. The Rev. Karen Orlandi of Silver Spire United Church has seen a wonderful ripple effect, noting that she’s seen “healing for queer adults as they see queer kids openly embracing their identity.”
Your support through Mission and Service provides the queer community with opportunities to thrive in safe environments as they learn about God’s love. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488473][bookmark: _Toc218584392]May 18: Rooted in History, Reaching for Tomorrow
As The United Church of Canada approaches its 100th anniversary, we give thanks for a century of faithful witness, compassion, and commitment to justice. While the formal “Mission and Service” hasn’t been with us from the very beginning, the heart of it – the compassion to care for others, to build peace, to support communities – has always been part of who we are.
For decades, through changing times and shifting needs, Mission and Service has connected us to one another across the miles and has strengthened our call to live out God’s love in tangible, meaningful ways.
Today, gifts to Mission and Service support a wide range of programs: from food security and emergency response, to education and global partnerships, to right relations and anti-racism work. Every gift matters. Every act of generosity plants seeds of love and hope. 
As we look to the future, we know that the work is far from over. But we also know that, together, we can do more than we ever could alone. With your support, Mission and Service will continue to grow, nurturing life, justice, and compassion for generations to come.
Thank you for the way you continue to compassionately step forward through Mission and Service.


[bookmark: _Toc203488474][bookmark: _Toc218584393]May 25: A Story of Cultural Resilience
Storytelling has always been a powerful way to preserve history, share experiences, and shape understanding. The theatre production Bunk #7 did just that, leaving significant impact on both the cast and the audiences who witnessed its profound narrative.
Bunk #7 tells the true story of six boys who, in the early 1960s, stood up against the systemic mistreatment and abuse they endured at Edmonton Indian Residential School in St. Albert, Alberta. Written by the late Nisga’a MLA Larry Guno, the play drew from his own experience as a student at the residential school. Bunk #7 was named after Guno’s bunk number—a personal touch that connected the story to the heart of the playwright’s lived truth.
The play was brought to life by an exceptional cast of Indigenous youth and young adults, creating a space for both performers and audiences to learn, reflect, and share the story of cultural resilience. The production premiered at Raven Theatre in British Columbia in November 2021, where it was met with overwhelming support. This response led to a transformative tour throughout northwestern BC in the fall of 2023. Each performance continued to resonate deeply with audiences, showing the lasting impact of this remarkable piece of theatre.
Bunk #7 continues to echo through the hearts of those who experienced it. The powerful message of survival, resilience, and resistance against injustice lives on, sparking important conversations and encouraging deeper understanding of the Indigenous experience.
Your gifts to Mission and Service helped create opportunities for stories like Bunk #7 to be shared, heard, and honored in a way that fosters healing and transformation. Thank you for your continued support in keeping these important stories alive. 
A behind-the-scenes film, directed by Haida filmmaker Patrick Shannon of InnoNative, shares more about the people involved in bringing this powerful play to life.


[bookmark: _Toc203488475][bookmark: _Toc218584394]June 1: Advocating for Sexual and Gender Minorities in Other Countries
We are blessed to live in Canada, a country that recognizes the right to love whoever you want, regardless of their gender or sex. And while we haven’t always done what is right, The United Church of Canada now recognizes that all love―including Two Spirit or LGBTQIA+ relationships―is holy and blessed by God. But those rights do not exist in many parts of the world today.
“One of our partners in Kenya has advocated strongly for the human rights of sexual minorities, and that has caused him to be in jail, caused him to risk his life to be able to do that,” says the Rev. Michael Blair. The church’s first openly gay General Secretary is now helping to advocate for sexual and gender minorities in foreign countries.
“When we hear these stories, we can see that this is a life and death matter.”
Your gifts for Mission and Service help shelter refugees as they escape repressive governments. As of May 2024, 64 jurisdictions criminalize private, consensual, same-sex sexual activity, and 12 countries have jurisdictions in which the death penalty is imposed or at least a possibility for private, consensual, same-sex sexual activity.
Mission and Service also holds consultations in other countries to discover how we can best work with our partners to protect sexual and gender minorities. “A few years ago, we hosted a consultation here in Canada with several partners and asked how we can be supportive of their work,” Blair says. “They told us we needed to come and help in their context.”
To date, Mission and Service has supported consultations in Latin America and the Philippines.
“We are bringing together leaders to explore how the church can be a place of liberation and life for sexual and gender minorities in those communities. That is happening because of the folks who contribute to Mission and Service,” says Blair.
Thank you for helping to protect sexual and gender minorities. You are saving lives and changing views around the world!


[bookmark: _Toc203488476][bookmark: _Toc218584395]June 8: Still Called. Still Committed. Still Together.
A hundred years ago, people of faith across Canada imagined a church united not only in belief, but in bold action. They dreamed of a community that would live out God’s love by reaching out to neighbours, both nearby and across the world. That vision became The United Church of Canada.
Since then, through times of joy and challenge, we have journeyed together, answering Christ’s call to seek justice, love kindness, and walk humbly. Along the way, something remarkable took shape: a shared ministry that we now know as Mission and Service.
Mission and Service is not just a program. It is a heartbeat of compassion. It means meals shared in communities facing food insecurity. It means emergency relief when disasters strike. It means youth finding a sense of belonging, churches learning and growing together, global partnerships rooted in trust, and voices long silenced being lifted and heard.
None of this is possible without you. Your generosity, your care, and your belief in a better world make all the difference.
As we approach 100 years of being church together, we give thanks for the faithful gifts that have sustained and shaped this ministry. And as we look to the future, we invite you to continue this journey with us.
The road ahead will require courage, creativity, and compassion. But we are not alone. With your continued support for Mission and Service, we can keep building a world where love leads, justice thrives, and hope is made real for all. 
Let’s keep writing this story together.
Take a few moments to watch this video featuring the high points of our history and the impact we have had. 


[bookmark: _Toc203488477][bookmark: _Toc218584396]June 15: A Time to Grieve, a Space to Heal 
In 2024, a group of United Church ministers serving in northern communities gathered for a retreat made possible by your support through Mission and Service.
These ministers carry an extraordinary burden. The number of deaths in their communities, many of them young people, has been devastating. The unrelenting cycle of grief, funeral after funeral, has left deep emotional and spiritual wounds. “When I started in the United Church, we buried a lot of elderly people,” says Rev. Grant Queskekapow, who was ordained in 1987. “But now we bury a lot of youth who die as a result of suicide.”
Last year, Rev. Queskekapow was one of twenty-three Northern ministers and their partners who took part in a healing and rejuvenating retreat at Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre in Manitoba. 
For many, including Rev. Queskekapow, it was the first time they had gathered in this way with fellow ministers. The retreat offered a needed opportunity to pause, to grieve, and to find healing. 
Ministers received critical support including rest, trauma-informed training, and spiritual care through sharing circles, art therapy, and cultural practices like beading. It gave participants space to process what they had been holding, sometimes in silence, for far too long.
The impact was clear. Ministers returned to their communities with renewed strength. Participants shared their appreciation for a space where they felt truly supported in the face of burnout. 
Because of this profound response, a second retreat is being planned for September 2025.
The need has not lessened. If anything, it has deepened. Your continued support through Mission and Service will ensure that those who carry the grief of entire communities do not carry it alone.	Comment by Glenn Waterman: We should have a link to the donation page, perhaps here. 	Comment by Glenn Waterman: https://united-church.ca/donate/2025npr
Our ministers are doing sacred work in places where loss is deep and ongoing. They need time to rest. They need space to grieve. And they need to know they are not alone.
Your compassion through Mission and Service makes that possible. Thank you. 


[bookmark: _Toc203488478][bookmark: _Toc218584397]June 22: Gathering to Remember, Reconnect, and Renew 
At Mamawe Ota Askihk, the land is more than a backdrop. It’s a sacred space where Indigenous children, youth, and families reconnect with culture, language, and one another.
Hosted by Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre and supported by your Mission and Service gifts, the 2023 summer gathering brought together 31 participants, supported by a team of staff, Knowledge Keepers, and youth leaders. From the first day, participants began building a community grounded in sharing, learning, and ceremony.
Workshops throughout the week included cultural teachings, hands-on skills like soapmaking and meat smoking, and powerful ceremonies, such as sweat lodges led by Knowledge Keeper Melody. Youth helped prepare medicines, served as firekeepers, and took part in every element of the lodge, deepening their understanding of tradition while finding a place of belonging.
Each evening, the group gathered around the sacred fire, where Knowledge Keeper Carla led drum songs and stories. The sound of the grandfather drum carried through the air as learning and healing wove through the circle.
The presence and engagement of the Neechi Youth Camp was central to the week’s success. These young leaders, many of whom returned in mentorship roles, participated in every activity and helped shape the program itself. Their voices, ideas, and enthusiasm brought energy and vision to the gathering. One participant reflected on how meaningful it was to feel part of something so connected: “Yes, in a way it reminds me that I am connected to people and not alone.”
The gathering was also deeply intergenerational. One participant, a Sixties Scoop survivor and niece of residential school survivors, joined with her great-niece to reconnect with culture and family. She found the experience, particularly the sweat lodge, to be profoundly healing.
There were many stories of transformation. Participants spoke of feeling safe, learning in hands-on ways that resonated deeply, and experiencing a sense of community that stayed with them long after the week ended.
Thank you for supporting the Healing Fund through Mission and Service. Your generosity makes gatherings like Mamawe Ota Askihk possible, creating space for cultural renewal, healing, and deep connection across generations.


[bookmark: _Toc203488479][bookmark: _Toc218584398]June 29: Healing with Horses
When participants gather for the Healing with Horses program in Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory, something remarkable happens. People open up. They share, listen, and connect with each other, with the land, and with the gentle strength of the horses guiding their healing journey.
Supported by your Mission and Service gifts, the program blends equine therapy with connecting culturally and wholistically to Anishinaabe ways of knowing and being. It draws on traditional knowledge, the Medicine Wheel, and the importance of relationships to support emotional, spiritual, and cultural healing. For many, these sessions are a way to work through the impacts of intergenerational trauma and journey the path toward self-discovery and confidence. 
Over the winter months, participants rode through the snowy bush, sketched horses outdoors, and learned to set boundaries and practice self-compassion. Whether walking beside a horse, brushing its coat, or sitting in circle, each person found space for healing.
Participants shared that they felt calmer, more confident, and more connected. Some shared that they found it difficult to share their feelings before, but through the safety of the circle, they discovered the strength to speak and be heard.
Children learned about emotional regulation. Adults reconnected with their inner strength. Each gathering offered time to reflect, grow, and support one another. The horses, especially Cash and Willow, brought a calm and honest presence that helped participants see themselves more clearly.
There is already growing interest in expanding the program to reach more people throughout the year. Plans are underway for a barn or indoor structure that would allow healing to continue in all seasons.
Thank you for supporting the Healing Fund through Mission and Service. With your generosity, programs like Healing with Horses can continue to grow and offer life-changing opportunities for healing, connection, and cultural reconnection.



[bookmark: _Toc203488390][bookmark: _Toc206503989][bookmark: _Toc218584399]July 6: 100 Years of Spirit and Song 
On Sunday, June 8th, Gower Street United Church in St. John’s, Newfoundland, was alive with joyful celebration. The sanctuary buzzed with warm greetings, laughter, and the unmistakable hum of love and connection as people gathered to mark The United Church of Canada’s 100th anniversary. Many more joined the festivities via livestream, sharing in the spirit of the day from near and far.
It was a celebration of history, community, and hope. Guests admired the church’s beautiful historic architecture, an ideal setting for such a milestone. The choir, along with the Gower Community Band Bell Choir, filled the space with soul-stirring music that brought both tears and smiles. Liturgical dancers brought Pentecost flames to life, their movements echoing the Spirit’s energy and presence.
Moderator The Right Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne and General Secretary Rev. Michael Blair presided at the service, and The Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, offered a stirring message calling the church to remain rooted in deep spirituality, bold discipleship, and daring justice. 
Thanks to your gifts to Mission and Service, vibrant ministries continue to thrive, offering not only worship and music, but hospitality, outreach, and a strong voice for love and justice in their communities. 
[bookmark: _Int_mymaFkxl]Your support helps carry this legacy forward. Thank you for being part of the story. Here’s to the next hundred years, together.


[bookmark: _Toc203488391][bookmark: _Toc206503990][bookmark: _Toc218584400]July 13: Words That Carry the Spirit
On June 8, during The United Church’s Centennial Celebration at Gower Street United in St. John’s, NL, a historic moment unfolded. A newly translated Mohawk Bible was formally dedicated, a powerful act of spiritual continuity and cultural renewal. The Bible stands as a successor to the Union Bible that was prayed over when The United Church of Canada was formed in 1925. Now, nearly a century later, this new translation was lifted in ceremony and celebration, symbolizing a deepening journey of reconciliation.
[bookmark: _Int_DYLOT7gp]Language is more than words, it is worldview. It carries the wisdom of ancestors, the heartbeat of community, and the sacred connections between people, land, and Creator. When a language is lost, something immeasurable disappears with it. That’s why projects like the Mohawk Bible translation matter so profoundly. 
Created through decades of devotion, linguistic skill, and cultural insight by Harvey Satewas Gabriel, with the support of generations of women in the Gabriel family and the communities of Kanesatake and Kahnawake, this translation is both a labour of love and an act of resistance. Collaborators worked with care and humility, in close relationship with the Mohawk Nation, to ensure the translation honoured the depth and specificity of the language.
Your gifts to Mission and Service help make work like this possible, supporting the preservation of Indigenous languages and cultures, and walking alongside communities in respectful partnership.
Ohiatonhseratokénti: The Holy Bible in Mohawk is available through the UCRD bookstore, ensuring that this living word will continue to inspire and teach for generations to come.
Thank you for your gifts to Mission and Service that are helping keep language and spirit alive.


[bookmark: _Toc203488392][bookmark: _Toc206503991][bookmark: _Toc218584401]July 20: Sacred Care for Those Who Carry the Weight
In 2024, a group of 23 Indigenous United Church ministers and spouses from northern Manitoba and Ontario gathered for a much-needed retreat at Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre. This time of rest, healing, and renewal was made possible by your generosity through Mission and Service.
For many, it was the first opportunity to gather with others who truly understand the weight they carry. These ministers are often the only ones available to walk with their communities through addiction, suicide, and profound grief. The emotional and spiritual toll is immense.
“The number of youth funerals we do now is overwhelming,” says Rev. Grant Queskekapow, who was ordained in 1987. “When I started in the United Church, we buried a lot of elderly people. But now we bury a lot of youth who die as a result of suicide.”
At the retreat, ministers were offered trauma-informed support, rest, and spiritual care through sharing circles, art therapy, and cultural practices like beading. The space allowed them to grieve, to speak the unspeakable, and to begin to heal.
It was more than a retreat. It was a lifeline.
The impact was clear. Participants returned to their communities with renewed strength and a deep sense of support. Because of this, a second retreat is being planned for September 2025 to once again offer this crucial care.
And the need has only grown.
As wildfires sweep through northern Manitoba, nearly 17,500 people are being evacuated from First Nations communities facing dangerous conditions and blocked escape routes. Once again, our Northern Indigenous ministers are offering strength and leadership, even as they face these threats themselves.
Please hold them in your prayers.
Your continued support through Mission and Service is essential. You are helping provide healing space for those who carry the grief of entire communities. You are ensuring they do not carry it alone.
Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc203488393][bookmark: _Toc206503992][bookmark: _Toc218584402]July 27: Healing with Compassion: Sue’s Story at Wesley
Sue, 61, has faced a lifetime of challenges, starting in her youth when her mother was involved with organized crime and jailed for fraud. Later, as a young mom, a car accident left Sue with chronic back pain. And last fall, a fire destroyed her Hamilton apartment, forcing her onto the streets. Despite these struggles, Sue has found stability at Mission and Service partner Wesley. In Wesley’s special care unit, Sue is working to overcome the drug addiction that she has lived with since she was 11. While the process has been difficult, she is slowly reducing her drug use with the help of prescribed medications and support from Wesley’s staff.
The care unit operates under a harm reduction model, allowing clients like Sue to manage their addictions in a supported environment. Wesley’s program is part of a broader effort in Hamilton to address homelessness and substance use. Recently, the program expanded its capacity, and now provides about 30 beds for individuals struggling with multiple substances. Clients are not expected to quit drugs immediately but are supported in stabilizing their lives, receiving medical care, and reconnecting with family. Wesley’s team includes doctors, nurses, and addiction specialists who help clients find their own path to recovery.
For Sue, this support has been transformative. Her room at Wesley provides a much-needed sanctuary, offering a reprieve from the constant stress of homelessness and addiction. She continues to focus on her recovery, working in the garden and taking steps toward quitting fentanyl altogether. Sue dreams of eventually finding her own home and reuniting with her beloved cat, Kitty Cat, who was rescued from the fire and is being cared for by a friend.
Your gifts through Mission and Service help support people like Sue on her ongoing journey to build a better future for herself and her children. Thank you for your continued support.
Sue’s story was recently featured in The Hamilton Spectator. Read more about Sue’s story.



[bookmark: _Toc206503993][bookmark: _Toc218584403]August 3: Wonder and Worship in the Wilderness 
United Church camps create space for children and youth to grow in faith, friendship, and love for the earth. Among whispering trees and winding trails, young hearts open to wonder, discovery, and connection. 
At Cave Springs Camp in Beamsville, Ontario, that’s exactly what happens. Nestled along the beautiful Niagara Escarpment, campers leave behind the noise of everyday life to discover something deeper: a sense of belonging in nature and with each other.
Surrounded by birdsong, rustling leaves, and forest paths, the campgrounds come alive with joyful discovery. A camper excitedly shouts, “I found a salamander!” bringing others running in awe. Even something as simple as a uniquely shaped rock becomes a shared moment of intrigue and delight.
These moments matter. Whether singing around a campfire, engaging in outdoor activities, gathering for meals, or sharing quiet reflection during evening worship, children at Cave Springs form lasting bonds. They gain confidence, feel seen, and discover what it means to be part of a caring community, held by both people and creation.
This kind of connection can change lives. It encourages gratitude, deepens compassion, and nurtures a love for the earth that lasts long after camp ends.
Thanks to your support of Mission and Service, these life-giving experiences continue, not only at Cave Springs, but at all United Church camps. You are helping young people grow in spirit, courage, and care. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc206503994][bookmark: _Toc218584404]August 10: General Council 45 
Every three years, something remarkable happens in the life of The United Church of Canada. People gather to listen, learn, worship, and make decisions that will shape the future of the church. It’s called General Council, and it’s more than a meeting. It’s a moment of deep connection.
At the culmination of the 45th General Council in 2025, young adults, elders, ministers, lay leaders, and global partners will come together, some in person and others online, to imagine what’s next for our church. They’ll share stories from small rural congregations and vibrant urban ministries. They’ll worship in many languages. They’ll discuss bold questions about justice, faith, and the future. And at the heart of it all is a shared commitment to living out God’s mission in the world.
Through your gifts to Mission and Service, General Council flourishes as more than a meeting. It becomes a gathering where young voices are amplified, where global partners are present, where accessibility matters, and where everyone has a seat at the table. Your support helps cover technology that connects distant regions, translation services that make space for everyone’s voice, and travel support for those who otherwise couldn’t attend.
When the church gathers in love, listens in faith, and decides with courage, something beautiful is born...a church ready to move forward, together.
Thank you for supporting the deep, connective work of Mission and Service. Thank you for helping the church gather, discern, and grow.


[bookmark: _Toc206503995][bookmark: _Toc218584405]August 17: Ladles of Love 
At Spring Park United Church in Charlottetown, PEI, the annual Soup Luncheon in support of Mission and Service has grown into something truly special—a celebration of community, compassion, and connection.  
More than just a meal, it’s a moment where people gather to enjoy hearty soup, delicious desserts, rich conversation, and the joy of being together. The Sunday service sets the tone with powerful Mission and Service stories and guest speakers who remind us why this work matters so deeply. Each message connects to the wider church, and to people whose lives are being changed thanks to your generous support. 
[bookmark: _Int_6HazZdha]The luncheon also connects generations. Youth and adults alike enjoy laughter and connection, filling the space with energy and purpose. Mission and Service volunteer Joyce MacLeod adds a thoughtful touch by placing Mission and Service bookmarks and pens on each table, quiet reminders of the impact our shared generosity can have.  
With over 20 dedicated volunteers offering their time and efforts, the Soup Luncheon is more than a tradition. It’s a living expression of faith in action, showing how support of Mission and Service continues to nurture hope, build relationships, and change lives.  
The response from the community? Overwhelmingly positive. Year after year, this event continues to strengthen the bonds at Spring Park United, offering a living example of how Mission and Service helps us grow in faith, friendship, and love. Thank you for being part of Mission and Service, making a difference locally, in Canada, and around the world.  
If your community of faith shines a light on Mission and Service, we’d love to hear from you!  



[bookmark: _Toc206503996][bookmark: _Toc218584406]August 24: Framed by Creation 
Waterton United Church rests in the heart of Waterton Lakes National Park in Alberta, where wind brushes the tall grass and mountains rise like blessings above the lake. Surrounded by breathtaking natural beauty, the church is a place of welcome, wonder, and worship. A sanctuary within a sanctuary.
The United Church has had a presence in the park since 1955. The current building, dedicated in 1961, was thoughtfully designed to honour its setting. Architect George Watson positioned the sanctuary’s great cathedral window to frame Mount Vimy, inviting creation into every service.
“People who aren’t involved in the church but just stop to visit look out, captivated by the view of the mountain over the lake,” says Carol Watt, Secretary. “It’s a special thing that happens. It touches something deep within.”
Your gifts through Mission and Service help keep the church open year-round for youth group sleep-overs, weddings, meetings, occasional workshops, and retreats. In the summer, guest ministers and musicians arrive weekly to lead worship from late June through September, filling the sanctuary with inspired voices and music that echoes across the valley. The church hosts youth retreats, weddings, and spiritual gatherings, and with a small room and kitchenette tucked behind the sanctuary, it also welcomes leaders seeking quiet and renewal.
“Providing space for reflection and retreat is an important aspect of the ministry we offer,” Watt shares.
A newsletter captures the heart of it: “Waterton United offers a unique ministry to the wealth of summer visitors who flock happily into the national park and then find this gem of a United Church of Canada.”
Thank you for supporting ministries that honour and care for community and creation. In places like Waterton, where land and spirit meet, your gifts help make sacred encounters possible.




[bookmark: _Toc206503997][bookmark: _Toc218584407]August 31: Education Shaped by Compassion 
In some parts of the world, children are preparing to return to school. They are sharpening pencils, packing backpacks, and stepping into another year of possibility. But in communities across the globe, education can look very different.
Our global partners understand that education is more than just access to classrooms or books. It’s a foundation for hope, dignity, and lasting change. Because they are rooted in their communities, Mission and Service partners can respond directly to local needs, creating educational opportunities that are culturally relevant, spiritually meaningful, and deeply empowering.
Picture a kindergarten class in a refugee camp where children are not only learning letters and numbers but reclaiming a sense of safety and possibility. Imagine a young adult encountering their faith in a new way, guided by mentors and peers who offer space for honest exploration and spiritual growth. Think of parents gathered in workshops tailored to their realities, where they share stories, strengthen leadership skills, and envision a future grounded in compassion and justice. Envision elders and youth learning together, reviving ancestral languages and knowledge long threatened by colonization and displacement.
These aren’t just moments of learning; they are acts of restoration, resilience, and renewal. And they are possible because of you.
Your gifts to Mission and Service help sow seeds of wisdom, faith, and belonging in ways that last. With each lesson shared, each language reclaimed, and each community strengthened, we come closer to a world shaped by understanding and care.
Thank you for continuing to walk with our partners as they nurture learning that transforms lives, one student, one teacher, one story at a time.


[bookmark: _Toc206503998][bookmark: _Toc218584408]September 7: Our Past, Present, and Future 
For 100 years, people of The United Church of Canada have faithfully come together to follow Jesus and help others. Through Mission and Service, we have supported people in need across Canada and around the world—bringing food to the hungry, shelter to the vulnerable, justice to the oppressed, and hope to communities.
This is ongoing work. And as we look ahead, we know the needs we face will not disappear—they will deepen. Poverty, injustice, and the climate crisis will continue to challenge us, but so will our call to respond with love, compassion, and courage.
That’s why we are invited to take part in something extraordinary: the Centennial Legacy Campaign. This is the most ambitious initiative our church has ever taken on. Its goal is to inspire legacy gifts that will strengthen local communities of faith, Mission and Service, and The United Church of Canada Foundation.
These gifts will honour our past, sustain our present, and ensure that our church will keep meeting the world’s needs for the next hundred years—offering security, faith, and community for generations to come, and sharing God’s love boldly, generously, and without hesitation.
When we give to Mission and Service, we are not only helping today; we are also planting seeds of hope for tomorrow. Together, we can ensure that this ministry continues to grow, adapt, and serve in a world where it is increasingly needed. 
Thank you for your generosity, your faithfulness, and the hope you bring to the future of our church and the world. 



[bookmark: _Toc206503999][bookmark: _Toc218584409]September 14: Supporting 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism 
“Our congregation discussed the 40 Days program, and so many great, appreciative comments and learnings were shared. Implicit bias was an important learning that many commented on. We appreciate all the contributions and are delighted each day with new insights, prayers, and activities. Thank you!”
This reflection from a past participant captures just a glimpse of the transformation that happens during 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism. For forty days each fall, people from across Canada and beyond, inside and outside The United Church of Canada, step into a journey of learning, faith, and action.
It’s not a quick or easy process. The conversations can be challenging. They invite participants to see where racism exists—in systems, in communities, and sometimes in their own assumptions—and to ask hard questions about what justice looks like in real life.
Every day offers something to help guide that work: prayers that center the heart, reflections that open new perspectives, videos and stories that bring real-life experiences to the forefront, and action steps that turn learning into tangible change. The resources are created by people from across the United Church—ministers, lay leaders, educators, and community members—who share from lived experience, deep study, and careful analysis.
It’s not just about understanding racism; it’s about dismantling it. 
This year’s program runs October 14 to November 28, 2025, with
· live online events with dynamic speakers every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. ET;
· weekly short videos with accompanying reflections and action items; and
· downloadable resources for both groups and individuals.
While the 40 days create a season of engagement, the work does not end there. Resources remain available year-round so that individuals, congregations, and community groups can keep learning, keep talking, and keep acting, because anti-racism is not a box to check, but a lifelong journey. 
Your Mission and Service gifts make this vital work possible, 40 days at a time, and every day in between. Through your generosity, the United Church of Canada continues to move toward its vision of becoming an anti-racist church, and toward a world where every person is treated with dignity, equity, and love. Thank you.




[bookmark: _Toc206504000][bookmark: _Toc218584410]September 21: Bread for the Journey 
Bread shows up often in the Bible in important ways—manna in the wilderness, Jesus feeding the crowds, and the bread broken at the Last Supper. Again and again, bread is a sign of God’s care and provision.
That care continues today, through the hands of people willing to share what they have. And yet, hunger is still a daily reality for far too many people. Here in Canada, millions struggle to put food on the table. Around the world, nearly a third of the global population faces food insecurity. These aren’t just numbers—these are our neighbours, here and far away, who are making impossible choices between paying rent or buying groceries, between keeping the lights on or feeding their families.
Through Mission and Service, we are part of the response. Together, we’re helping farmers in India care for their livestock so they can keep their animals and their livelihoods healthy. We’re helping families in Zimbabwe use climate-smart farming techniques so they can grow food even in drought conditions. We’re supporting Indigenous Elders in Alberta with grocery cards, and helping offset the high cost of groceries in Northern Canada through the Food for the North program.
As we give thanks for the food we share in our own homes, may we also remember those for whom a full plate is never certain. And may our gratitude move us to action—so that bread is not just a symbol of God’s promise, but a daily reality for all.
Thank you for the difference you make through Mission and Service.




[bookmark: _Toc206504001][bookmark: _Toc218584411]September 28: Keeping Language and Culture Alive
The Inuinnaqtun language is the cultural foundation of the Inuinnait people, who live in the central Canadian Arctic. The word Inuinnaqtun literally means “to be like an Inuinnaq (a person).” Today, fewer than 600 people can speak Inuinnaqtun fluently, with many having lost the language when they were taken from their communities and sent to residential schools.
Mission and Service partner Pitquhirnikkut Ilihautiniq/Kitikmeot Heritage Society in Cambridge Bay, Nunavut, is dedicated to keeping Inuinnaqtun alive. They offer one-on-one language immersion sessions with mentors to inspire reconnection.
Since the initial gathering of the Inikhaliuqatigiit team in 2021, many significant successes have occurred. Over the past year, the team has worked hard together, both in person and online, to create helpful resources for revitalizing the Inuinnaqtun language. They have spent many hours making sure these resources will make a positive impact.
One big success is the development of the Inuinnaqtun Dictionary app, which is newly available for free on Android and Apple. The team has also created a beginner Inuinnaqtun curriculum called Inuinnaujunga and is working on lessons for more advanced levels. They are also teaming up with linguist Richard Compton from the Université de Quebec à Montreal to create a Community Grammar of Inuinnaqtun.
Your compassionate gifts through Mission and Service are supporting programs that help preserve language and culture.




[bookmark: _Toc218584412]October 5: Preparing a Place of Healing
United Church ministers serving in northern communities will soon gather at Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre in Manitoba for a time of healing and renewal.
The Northern Indigenous Ministers retreat comes at a critical moment. These ministers carry extraordinary burdens: walking alongside communities devastated by loss, often among young people; leading funeral after funeral; and tending to the deep wounds of grief. This year’s wildfires brought further hardship, forcing the retreat to be postponed until October. The need for rest and renewal has only grown.
Because of your incredible generosity through Mission and Service, the retreat will soon take place. Plans are in place for sharing circles where ministers can express what they’ve been carrying, gather for meals that nourish body and spirit, and engage in cultural practices like ribbon skirt making and beading that bring connection and joy. Massages and other healing activities will help restore strength and release long-held tension. Most importantly, ministers will be surrounded by peers, who understand the unique weight they bear and who can hold that burden alongside them.
The outpouring of support from across the church has been remarkable. Your generosity is creating a space where ministers, who are so often the ones offering care, can finally receive it themselves.
Our ministers will soon step away from the constant demands of ministry and into a circle of care, healing, and renewal. And when they return to their communities, they will carry back not only renewed strength but also the reminder that they are not alone.
Your compassion through Mission and Service makes this gathering possible. Thank you.



[bookmark: _Toc218584413]October 12: Setting More Tables Together
At Thanksgiving, many of us gather around tables filled with food, and share familiar traditions and prayers of gratitude. In the Bible, food is more than just sustenance: it’s manna in the wilderness, a feast shared among thousands, and a table where all are welcome. Again and again, food is a sign of God’s care and abundance.
But we know that not everyone has the blessing of a full table or loved ones to gather with. Hunger remains a painful reality for far too many. These are not just numbers or statistics: these are our neighbours, making impossible choices between heat and dinner. 
Through Mission and Service partners, your generosity is part of God’s response. Together, we are helping farmers in India care for their livestock, families in Zimbabwe grow food in drought conditions, and communities in Northern Canada access nutritious food despite high costs. Across Canada, ecumenical campus ministries and community centres serve weekly dinners where everyone is welcome. These meals don’t just ease hunger, they help reduce stress, support learning, and bring people together where everyone has a place at the table. 
This Thanksgiving, may gratitude fill our hearts. May that gratitude ripple outward, becoming generosity that helps set more tables, share more bread, and create more moments of joy. Because when we share what we have, God’s promise of abundance comes to life, not just as a symbol, but as a feast of hope and possibility for all. 
Thank you for the difference you make through Mission and Service.


[bookmark: _Toc218584414]October 19: 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism Are Underway
The 40 Days of Engagement on Anti-Racism are underway, and now is the best time to join in. Wherever you are on the journey, today is the right day to take the next step. Across Canada and beyond, people are gathering in faith and courage to confront racism, to listen deeply, and to act for justice.
This is not a quick or easy process. The conversations can be uncomfortable. They reveal where racism lives—in systems, in communities, and within ourselves—and they push us to ask: What does justice look like in real life?
Every day in this program offers tools to walk this path: prayers that ground us, reflections that shift perspectives, stories and videos that bring lived experiences into focus, and action steps that help turn awareness into change. These resources are created by ministers, lay leaders, educators, and community members—people who bring lived experience, wisdom, and hope.
This work is not just about understanding racism. It’s about dismantling it.
From October 14 to November 28, 2025, the 40 Days include:
· Live online events with dynamic speakers every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. ET
· Weekly short videos with accompanying reflections and action items
· Downloadable resources designed for both groups and individuals
The learning doesn’t stop there. All resources remain available online so that individuals, congregations, and community groups can keep learning, keep talking, and keep acting. Anti-racism is a lifelong journey.
Your Mission and Service gifts make this vital work possible, not just for 40 days, but every day. Through your generosity, the United Church of Canada continues to live into its commitment to becoming an anti-racist church, and to work toward a world where every person is treated with dignity, equity, and love. Thank you.


[bookmark: _Toc218584415]October 26: Healing with Horses: Transforming Through Trust
In Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory, the Healing with Horses program brings people together to share, listen, and connect with each other, the land, and the gentle strength of the horses guiding the healing journey.
Among them are four Ojibwe Spirit Horses, a rare and sacred breed. At one point in history, they were stolen from the community, but in an act of resilience and reconciliation, they have been returned to the land and the people who have always known and cherished them. Their presence is a living reminder of survival, restoration, and hope. 
Supported by your Mission and Service gifts, the program blends equine therapy with Anishinaabe ways of knowing, the Medicine Wheel, and traditional teachings to support emotional, spiritual, and cultural healing. Children learn emotional regulation, adults reconnect with their inner strength, and participants find the courage to speak and be heard. 
Watch the video to see how these horses, and the people who work alongside them, are changing lives. 
Thank you for supporting the Healing Fund through Mission and Service. Your generosity makes this life-changing work possible.


[bookmark: _Toc218584416]November 2: Faith, Farming, and Friendship 
For the first time in human history, more people live in cities than in rural areas, and that shift has brought new challenges, especially in caring for the Earth. In Japan, your Mission and Service gifts support a partner that’s responding with vision and hope: the Asian Rural Institute (ARI). 
Founded in 1973 by Rev. Dr. Toshihiro Takami, ARI trains rural leaders from the Global South in servant leadership, sustainable agriculture, and community building. Each year, participants from around the world come together for nine months of hands-on learning, studying, farming, cooking, and cleaning side by side. The farm provides almost all of the food they eat, and the surplus supports their neighbours.
This year, your support through Mission and Service helped purchase a used minibus for ARI and provided scholarships for six participants: Arun from Sri Lanka, Robert from Liberia, Lily from Zambia, Lukogo from Congo, Sarmo from Indonesia, and Bob from Kenya.
They’re learning organic farming methods like composting, natural pest control, and ways to keep soil healthy. As Arun says, “God creates everything in order. If things are in order, then everything will be okay. Everything is connected.”
But the lessons go beyond agriculture. Students also learn about servant leadership, leading by serving others. “Peace is number one,” explains Bob. “Then love.”
For Lily from Zambia, it’s been especially powerful to see so many women in leadership roles. She shares, “It inspired me to show others what is possible.”
Life at ARI isn’t easy. Days begin early, with prayer and physical work. Cultural differences, personalities, and misunderstandings do sometimes lead to conflict. Yet these tensions also provide rich opportunities to learn reconciliation, communication, and collective responsibility. Robert said, “It is wonderful to be in diversity. There are a lot of things I like and don’t like. It is a challenge to learn to overcome them. It shifted my perception on how to live, to respect culture and not to offend. It is teaching me how to live.” Arun summed up, “It is sacred to live in this environment.”
Through your gifts for Mission and Service, participants at ARI experience transformation in their faith, their farming, and their leadership. And when they return home, they bring that transformation with them, helping their communities grow in hope, peace, and sustainability. Thank you. 
Thank you for helping seeds of change take root around the world. To learn more about ARI and the participants you support, you can read the full story online.


[bookmark: _Toc218584417]November 9: Partnering for Climate Responsibility
When members of the Diakonia of The United Church of Canada (DUCC) prepared to travel to Tanzania for the World Diakonia Conference, they knew their flights would carry a heavy carbon cost. Together, they decided to take collective responsibility for that footprint.  
At the time, The United Church of Canada didn’t yet have a carbon offset program. DUCC members were determined to find a credible and meaningful way to act. They reached out to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank and contributed to its Nature+ program, which supported communities in Kenya, Ethiopia, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe who were revitalizing the land through nature-based solutions: planting trees, restoring soil, improving biodiversity, and strengthening food security.  
Their example inspired change. Because of the DUCC members’ faithful leadership in charting a path, the United Church established a carbon offset option through Mission and Service. This made it possible for anyone travelling for church work or personal reasons to contribute to a climate action project supported by Mission and Service and the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.  
Through this partnership, the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) is working closely with communities in Kitui County to provide training on conservation agriculture and other sustainable farming techniques, beekeeping, and land and water conservation, reaching more than 11,000 people adapt to climate change. The United Church accompanies the NCCK on this exciting climate initiative. 
What began as one group’s effort to travel responsibly grew into an ongoing movement of faithful action. Today, your gifts for Mission and Service continue to support this carbon offset program, caring for creation and planting seeds of hope around the world.


[bookmark: _Toc218584418]November 16: From Sleepless Nights to Shared Strength 
Becoming a new parent can be overwhelming, with the constant demands of caring for a newborn, sleepless nights, and the pressure to make the right choices for your child. The exhaustion of balancing daily responsibilities while navigating the unknowns of parenthood often leaves new parents feeling unsure and isolated. It’s a time filled with great joy, but also uncertainty, as parents adjust to their new roles and work to create a safe and nurturing environment for their little one.
At Fairview Resource Centre in Halifax, Nova Scotia, the New Parents Support group aims to walk with parents as they navigate the complexities of raising a newborn. Once a week, parents gather to meet with a public health nurse who provides education and answers questions. From expectant parents to those with babies up to 18 months, the program provides resources for those who might not otherwise have access to in-person support or resources.
Parents connect not only with health professionals, but form deep bonds with each other, and some are still in contact many years later. Many of us have heard that “it takes a village to raise a child,” and Fairview Resource Centre is truly taking action to give a positive space for children in the community to flourish. Thank you for walking alongside our Mission and Service partners as they help children and communities grow. 
Your support of Mission and Service is vital to the continuation of incredible programs like these.


[bookmark: _Toc218584419]November 23: Together in Prayer and Solidarity 
Through Mission and Service, The United Church of Canada accompanies global partners who bring compassion and courage to some of the world’s most difficult places. Today, we hold in prayer our partners in Gaza, where the situation remains catastrophic. 
Partners in the ACT Palestine Forum share that families are facing famine, and shortages of clean water, medicine, and shelter. The cost of even the most basic items has risen far beyond reach. Many are forced to make painful choices simply to survive. Children are especially vulnerable as malnutrition and lack of medical care take a growing toll. 
Even amid these overwhelming challenges, Mission and Service partners continue to serve with remarkable faith and perseverance. Through ACT Alliance, they distribute food parcels, clean water, and medical supplies. They offer hygiene kits and psychosocial support to children and families living through trauma. And they raise their voices for a just and lasting peace, humanitarian access, and the protection of human dignity. 
Each month, the ACT Palestine Forum organizes a global prayer vigil for Palestine and Gaza. “It gives us strength,” one representative says, “to know that people around the world are praying with us, for justice, peace, and human dignity.” 
Your gifts for Mission and Service make this work possible. They help contribute to efforts to provide food, health care, and hope to reach those in greatest need, and that our partners know they are not alone. 
Please continue to pray for all who are affected by this violence, and for peace rooted in justice to take root and grow.


[bookmark: _Toc218584420]November 30: Faithful Witness in a Time of Despair 
“[T]he army surrounded us,” recalled 16-year-old Ramez. “We had nowhere to go. Either we move toward death, or we stay and risk dying. Either way, it’s death.”
For most children, childhood is a time to dream, go to school, play with friends, and imagine the future. But for children in Gaza, those simple dreams have been replaced by fear and survival. 
Mission and Service partner Defense for Children International–Palestine (DCIP) shares that the situation in Gaza remains catastrophic. Families face famine, and the lack of access to clean water and medicine. Many have seen their homes bombed and are forced to live in tents or makeshift shelters. Parents spend hours in line each day for a small ration of bread or water, while children go hungry. Hospitals have run out of supplies, and schools have been reduced to rubble. 
In interviews conducted by DCIP, children described their lives in stark, heartbreaking words. “We have no rights,” said one child. Fourteen-year-old Jana shared what life is like now: “We live in a tent. Every few days we have to move again. We spend hours waiting for water or food. Even to use the bathroom, we wait in line for hours. There’s no rest. We can’t go on like this.” 
These children have endured unimaginable hardship. Many have been displaced multiple times, separated from friends, and have lost their entire family. Hospitals have run out of medicine. Schools are destroyed. Safe water is rare. Hunger is constant. 
And yet, through it all, DCIP continues its mission, documenting violations of children’s rights, amplifying the voices of those who have been silenced, and calling the international community to act. Their courage ensures that the world cannot look away. 
Your gifts to Mission and Service help support organizations like DCIP, who stand beside children in Gaza with compassion and conviction. When you give, you help make sure their stories are heard, and that the call for justice and protection does not fade into silence. 
This Giving Tuesday, we invite you to join in prayer and action for the children of Gaza. May every child one day live free from fear, with food on the table, a place to learn, and the chance to simply be a child again. 
Because every child has the right to food, shelter, safety, and education.
In collaboration with Maastricht University, Defense for Children International–Palestine interviewed four children living in Gaza about the status of their rights. Read these firsthand accounts. 


[bookmark: _Toc218584421]December 7: Gifts with Joy, Gifts with Hope, Gifts with Vision
December always seems to arrive in a blink, doesn’t it? Some are already checking off shopping lists, and others are thinking about starting. Wherever you fall, Gifts with Vision can make your Christmas giving simple and meaningful.
With Gifts with Vision, there’s no wrapping, no shipping deadlines, and no frantic mall searches. Instead, you can choose a gift that truly matters. Every gift supports communities across Canada and around the world—addressing poverty and hunger, strengthening education, supporting healing and reconciliation, and more. There’s something thoughtful for everyone on your list. 
Each Gift with Vision connects directly to a Mission and Service project that relies on the generosity of people like you. Your gift becomes part of real change and real hope for people who need it.
As you settle into the season, whether you’re a planner or a last-minute shopper, consider a gift that gives back. Gifts with Vision is just a click away.


[bookmark: _Toc218584422]December 14: Strengthening Communities
During the 2025 federal budget announcement, Prime Minister Mark Carney delighted many by highlighting a Mission and Service partner: Bissell Centre in Edmonton.
Introducing the new Build Communities Strong Fund, he said, “We’ll build Canada strong with projects that build our communities strong,” naming Bissell Centre’s work to reduce homelessness as an example of the kind of impact this new investment hopes to strengthen.
Bissell Centre is a trusted community anchor in Edmonton’s inner city. Their programs meet people where they are—with supports that help people stay safely housed, employment programs that open doors to long-term stability, community meals that offer dignity and connection, and family supports that ensure children and parents have the care they need. At every step, Bissell walks with people through some of the hardest moments of their lives and helps them build a path toward thriving.
While Bissell Centre’s roots go back more than a century, their mission today is urgent and forward-looking: reducing poverty, preventing homelessness, and creating a community where everyone belongs. Their approach is practical, compassionate, and deeply responsive to local needs.
Being included in the early list of projects for the federal Build Communities Strong Fund highlights how trusted and effective Bissell Centre’s work has become. National leaders are taking notice, but the real transformation happens one person, one story, one act of support at a time.
Mission and Service gifts help make this partnership possible. Thank you for supporting ministries that meet people with compassion and help build stronger communities every day.
Congratulations to the Bissell Centre for their important work and community connections! 


[bookmark: _Toc218584423]December 21: An Advent Lesson from Children
Last year, a small gift reminded us just how powerful generosity can be.
We received a cheque for $125 from a longtime Mission and Service donor. But the money didn’t come from her... it came from her three grandchildren. They had gathered loose change from around their house, rolling loonies, quarters, and dimes. They were told they could spend it on anything they wanted. Instead, they chose to send it all to help children in Ukraine.
Their letter said simply, “They decided to send it to help children in need.”
That story was a reminder of something that already lives within us. We don’t need to be taught how to care. God created us for compassion, and sometimes it takes the perspective of children to remind us of that.
That same spirit of generosity was powerfully echoed at General Council 45, where youth delegates from across the country shared their hopes for the church. They spoke of a church that is more than buildings, one that adapts boldly to God’s call. They imagined a church that cares deeply about the world beyond its walls and is committed to real change. They envisioned a community that places the needs of the vulnerable first and uses its resources to serve others.
Their voices reflected the heart of Mission and Service: meeting people with compassion, supporting partners who respond to crises, and working for justice and healing in Canada and around the world.
The dreams of these young leaders, and the generosity of children who share what little they have, show the kind of future the church can build when people join their sparks together.
This Advent, Mission and Service invites the church to share sparks of compassion that can ignite fires of change. When generosity is passed from one person to another, it grows into comfort, hope, and lasting impact for those who need it most.
Thank you for supporting Mission and Service and helping that spark shine brightly this season.


[bookmark: _Toc218584424]December 28: Rooted in Hope as a New Year Begins
As we turn toward a new year, we pause to reflect on all that 2025 has held—the challenges that tested us, the resilience that sustained us, and the moments of compassion and connection that reminded us who we are called to be. A new year invites reflection, but it also invites imagination. It offers space to dream, to reset, and to open ourselves once again to the transforming power of Christ’s love.
Even in a world where uncertainty remains, one truth continues to shine through: acts of kindness and solidarity matter. They shape communities, restore hope, and remind us that we are never alone. Through Mission and Service, these small and steady acts grow into something larger: a network of care that stretches across neighbourhoods, regions, and the world.
As 2026 approaches, we carry forward the lessons and light of the year behind us. Let the coming year be one in which we deepen our commitment to caring for one another and for creation. Let it be a year where we walk alongside Mission and Service partners, drawing strength from shared purpose and shared hope. Together, we can nurture a future rooted in justice, compassion, and peace.
Thank you for the impact made throughout 2025. Your generosity through Mission and Service lights the way, sparking hope, bringing healing, and transforming lives. May the year ahead be one of courage, renewal, and steadfast love as we step into 2026.
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