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Prayer Practices to Engage Toward 2035 With Your Community of Faith
Prayer Walk in your Neighbourhood 

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating.


Introduction | God is Doing a New Thing. Do We Perceive It?
In the Hebrew scriptures, we read this in the prophet Isaiah (43:19):

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

Toward 2035 invites us to boldly claim the hope that God is at work in our world, our neighbourhood, The United Church of Canada, and our Community of Faith. 

In A Song of Faith we proclaim 

We sing of a church
seeking to continue the story of Jesus
by embodying Christ’s presence in the world.
We are called together by Christ
as a community of broken but hopeful believers,
loving what he loved,
living what he taught,
striving to be faithful servants of God
in our time and place.

In these words we are reminded that the church is not just an institution, but the body of Christ, Jesus’ Beloved Community, placed by God to love and serve in a particular time and place. 
In Toward 2035 we speak of The United Church that we will know in 2035 like this...
In The United Church of Canada, inspired, resilient, and diverse contextual communities of disciples seek to continue the story of Jesus by embodying Christ’s presence in the world.  The church is present and deeply connected coast-to-coast-to-coast in rural and urban settings, and in ecumenical and global relationships. Guided by hope-filled, adaptive, and effective ministry leaders, the denomination is increasingly multigenerational, multiracial, and intercultural.
We offer ourselves to be formed by the Holy Spirit into communities who reflect these words not for the sake of the survival of the institution but for the sake of our neighbours amongst whom we are called to continue Jesus’ story. 
These prayer resources are designed to serve that transformation, that we might become the church our neighbourhoods need, today, on the way toward 2035 and beyond. We join in God who has created and is creating. We join God in prayer. 
A Prayer for Communities of Faith in The United Church of Canada
Gracious and loving God
You called into being 
This United Church of Canada 
One expression of Jesus’ 
Beloved community,
Here in the particularities 
Of our place and our time.
For the past 100 years 
You have guided and sustained 
And called us back when we have erred.
Now, as we look back 
We also look forward,
Daring to believe 
That even among us 
Even in this very place
You are doing a new thing.
We long to perceive it
Like a way through a wilderness 
For the sake of our neighbours
For the sake of this world of beautiful 
And broken things
Yearning to be made whole 
Yearning to be made new 
May we perceive and live into it. Amen.
Prayer Walk in your Neighbourhood | Listen, Notice, Share
It begins with Jesus’ Story. 

The Church continues Jesus’ story in a particular place and context. 

The Holy Spirit is active and creative in the everyday events and relationships of people’s lives;  the Spirit’s activity is also easily missed. 

We can walk through our days and our neighbourhoods unaware of the presence of God. 

A community of faith that is asking, “What is God calling our community of faith to be?” will find direction as it pays attention to the presence and work of God in the neighbourhood where it gathers. 

A Prayer Walk is a spiritual practice of praying for your neighbours as you get to know the neighbourhood and understand the context where your community of faith is located.

Neighbourhoods change surprisingly quickly, even when we assume that nothing has changed. By prayerfully listening, observing and engaging with the place where your community of faith is based, you can become aware of the presence and action of the Holy Spirit, recognize community needs and gifts, identify potential partners and influences that you might have missed, and begin to discern how the Spirit is inviting you to respond.  
How to Hold a Prayer Walk 
There are many ways to do this, but this is one way. 

1. Invite a group of 3– 4 people. If you  more are interested, split up into smaller groups. 
2. Choose a spot and time to meet. Maybe use the church building. Maybe intentionally choose a spot in the community that is a gathering space for those not connected with church, such as a library or a coffee shop. 

3. Have a plan to spend 20– 45 minutes walking through the neighbourhood. Have a route in mind but pause every once in a while, and if your interest is piqued, take an unplanned detour. If you’re sending out multiple groups, take different routes. 

4. Plan to spend 30 minutes together afterward. If you’re in smaller groups, plan that time to share what each group noticed. 

5. Open with scripture and prayer. Here is a suggestion. 
Read from Luke 4:
Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news about him spread throughout the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue as he normally did and stood up to read. The synagogue assistant gave him the scroll from the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to preach good news to the poor,
    to proclaim release to the prisoners
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
    to liberate the oppressed,
    and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

	Pray like this (or in your own words):

Jesus, in the power of the Spirit you came to a specific place, 
A town called Nazareth in Galilee
It was there that you proclaimed the Spirit was upon you to do 
The good work God had called you
Surely that would have looked different in a different town
So here we are in this town, in this province
And surely what the Spirit is upon us to do looks different here than somewhere else
As we walk this place today
Show us things we’ve not seen before 
Teach us to better understand this place we call home.
Amen. 

6. Walk and Pray in Silence. As you go along, pray to yourselves like this.

· God, is there something you want me to see right now?
· God, where are you already working?

As you notice things let them inspire new prayers. 
If you pass a school pray for safety. 
If you pass signs of poverty pray for justice. 
If you pass signs of loneliness pray for connection. 
If you pass signs of beauty thank God.
Where you see strength, compassion, resilience, give thanks that God is there too. 
 
7. OR…walk and pray aloud. Maybe instead of silence your group will choose to speak to each other and God as you go. 

8. Make notes on paper or in your mind. Some things will stick out to you. Can we imagine that these things stick out to you because God is drawing your attention there? Maybe that feels like an odd way to think—but try it on. 

If you have limited mobility, you can sit in a local spot, 
perhaps a bench near the church, praying the same prayers 
as you watch the people who walk by.
Close with Conversation
Choose a spot to sit down together and share your experience. 
Maybe meet in the church. Maybe meet in a public gathering spot that is not the church. 
Take 30 minutes to share what everyone has observed and heard. Here are some suggestions. 
· Did something surprise you?
· What is Jesus showing you about the community? 
· About the people in the neighbourhood? 
· About yourself and your engagement in this neighbourhood? 
· About your church’s engagement in this neighbourhood and its relationship to the people there?
· About God? 
· What questions are emerging for you through this experience?
· What is the agony/suffering that I see?
· What are the blessings that I see?
· Where do I see hope? New life?

For this conversation, try to stick to what you saw and perceived. Don’t jump to program ideas. Resist the urge to “we should start a __________” at least for now. 

End your time with a prayer that you create yourself—be sure to ask God to continue speaking to each participant in the days to come. 

After the Walk

Have someone record what people noticed. 
Share these on Sunday morning and maybe use them in your prayers.
Have the Board or Council read them at their next meeting and after reading them ask how God might want the church to respond. 
Do it again. 
Yes!
Do it again.
And again. 
There’s not a perfect number but do so regularly for several weeks or even a few months. 
Same people. Different people. 
Maybe you notice the same things. 
After several times of doing this bring people together. 
When you gather, speak again about what you noticed and what you felt God showing you. 
What might the Holy Spirit be saying to us. 
A church in Rochester, New York found  one particular prayer transformative.
They simply took 5– 10 minutes of silence at every worship service and leadership team meeting, over several months, to pray together: “God, put us where you want us and show us what to do.”  




A New Creed 
We are not alone,
    we live in God’s world.

 We believe in God:
    who has created and is creating,
    who has come in Jesus,
       the Word made flesh,
       to reconcile and make new,
    who works in us and others
       by the Spirit.

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church:
    to celebrate God’s presence,
    to live with respect in Creation,
    to love and serve others,
    to seek justice and resist evil,
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
       our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
    God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
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