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Mission and Service—helping transform lives, inspire meaning and purpose, and 
build a better world.
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Mission and Service Stories are for sharing with our faithful supporters to show them the amazing work their gifts make possible.
These stories can be used in services, in newsletters, and in face-to-face conversations. The more they’re shared, the more people will understand just how life-changing Mission and Service is!
For videos of some of the work you make possible, visit the Mission and Service playlist on our YouTube channel.
We hope this resource is helpful and inspiring.
As always, we would love to hear your feedback. Drop us a line at ms@united-church.ca and let us know what you like, what we can improve on, and what we can focus on developing.
Blessings,
The Philanthropy Team
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As we step into a new year, we pause to celebrate the faithful work of our Mission and Service partners around the world. These partners—farmers, educators, community leaders, and local organizations—are on the ground responding to needs, creating opportunities, and building stronger, more resilient communities.
Through your prayers and your support of Mission and Service, they are able to focus on what matters most. Financial support helps ease the practical challenges of running programs, providing meals, training leaders, and responding to emergencies. Your partnership allows them to carry out their work with steadiness and care.
As 2026 begins, our partners have already been looking ahead with intentionality and hope. They are preparing to support people seeking stability, respond to crises both local and global, strengthen communities, and equip people with the skills, confidence, and opportunities to thrive. Each partner continues to adapt and innovate, finding new ways to meet the needs of their communities today, while preparing for the challenges of tomorrow.
This year, and in the years to come, your support helps ensure that these efforts can continue. Together, we walk alongside partners who are living out God’s call to justice, care, and hope—creating spaces where people are seen, supported, and empowered. As we look forward to 2026, we do so with gratitude for what has been achieved, and with intentional hope for all that is yet to come.
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In St. John’s, NL, Hungry Heart Café & Catering is a place where good food and good hearts come together. For 18 years, this social enterprise of Mission and Service partner Stella’s Circle has been serving the community while opening doors for people who face barriers to employment.
At Hungry Heart, every dish tells a story of learning and possibility. The café provides hands-on culinary training and real work experience for people who are rebuilding their lives. Many participants live with the impacts of mental health challenges, trauma, poverty, homelessness, or low literacy. Some are trying to re-enter the workforce after long absences. 
What they find at Hungry Heart is a safe space to learn at their own pace. Staff offer mentorship, life-skills support, and steady encouragement. The goal isn’t just to teach restaurant skills. It’s to help people gain confidence, develop independence, and imagine a future where they can thrive.
Food security is another part of the café’s mission. Through the Meals Squared program, customers can add a small donation to their bill. That donation goes directly toward providing nutritious meals to Stella’s Circle participants and other neighbours who are experiencing hunger. It’s a simple way to care for the community, one meal at a time. 
And behind it all is Stella’s Circle, a Mission and Service partner known for responding quickly to changing needs, and for creating programs that meet people where they are. Whether it’s updating training opportunities, collaborating with community groups, or addressing rising food insecurity, the people at Stella’s Circle continue to innovate so community members can receive the kind of support that makes a real and sustainable difference.
Through Mission and Service, your support helps strengthen Stella’s Circle and the Hungry Heart Café, ensuring this community remains a place of opportunity, dignity, and good food shared with care. It’s one way to come together to help people build skills, find stability, and move toward the futures they imagine for themselves, reflecting Christ’s call to walk with one another in compassion and hope.


[bookmark: _Toc216429734]January 18: Mountains of Service
If you ever travel to the northern mountains of India and meet a man named Surrender Singh, the first thing he’ll do is invite you on a walk. Not a short stroll, but a real mountain trek. And the beauty of the Himalayas is only part of what he wants to show you.
With him as your guide, the trail becomes a story. Every bend holds a memory. Every village has a face he knows.
Many still call him “Singh san” from his time training at the Asian Rural Institute, a Mission and Service partner in Japan. For more than four decades, he has climbed these ridges. As you walk beside him, people call out greetings. He calls them by name. Someone brings tea. He digs in his pack and pulls out bananas or biscuits to share. And suddenly you’re not just passing through—you’re part of the conversation.
He’ll point to a house and tell you how he once slept on the floor there while helping build a water pipeline with the Mussoorie Village Development Committee, the group he now leads. Another turn in the path, and he’s showing you the school that has given local children a chance to learn close to home.
And then there are the women’s groups. Surrender Singh lights up talking about them. He trained them in organic farming. Now they grow and sell their produce, earning steady incomes and strengthening their families and communities.
By the time you reach the end of the trail, you realize that you haven’t just taken a hike. You’ve walked through the story of a life spent in gratitude and service to others.
Mission and Service partners like the Asian Rural Institute are where leaders like Surrender Singh gain the skills and confidence to transform their communities. When you support Mission and Service, you help grow this kind of leadership and community—the kind that takes root, spreads, and changes lives, one mountain path at a time.


[bookmark: _Toc216429735]January 25: Where Neighbours Meet
In Halifax, NS, Brunswick Street Mission is a steady presence for people who need support, connection, and dignity. Every day, neighbours come through its doors to find a place where they are seen and valued. 
Every weekday morning, the Mission serves a hot breakfast. For many, it’s the most reliable meal they will have that day. Staff serve eggs, protein, toast, fruit, juice, and coffee, and they do so with care and connection. Some enjoy breakfast in the dining area, while others take their meal to go. Either way, the meal offers nourishment, but also a sense of stability and welcome.
The Mission’s café offers a warm, safe space to land. People gather around puzzles, books, and quiet rest areas, sharing moments of calm that are often hard to find elsewhere. 
The food bank continues the spirit of dignity and choice. Community members shop with a grocery cart, selecting items that fit their cultural traditions, dietary needs, and personal preferences. Gluten-free, vegetarian, and other specialized options are available whenever possible.
Staff walk alongside people navigating difficult systems—from housing and health care to replacing lost documents—always recognizing that the people they serve are the experts of their own lives. They listen, they support, and they create pathways where obstacles once felt insurmountable. 
Support from Mission and Service helps Brunswick Street Mission keep doors open, meals hot, and spaces safe. Together, we walk alongside the Mission and its community, ensuring that it remains a place where people can rest, connect, and find small but meaningful ways to thrive.
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