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Epiphany: Jan. 18–Feb. 15, 2026 
2nd after Epiphany–Transfiguration
Theme Hymns
VU 567 Will You Come and Follow Me
MV 176 Three Things I Promise
	Week 1
Stewardship as Spiritual Practice
	Week 2
Inspire: Local Mission
	Week 3
Inspire: Mission and Service
	Week 4
Invite
	Week 5
Thank

	1 Cor. 1:1─9 and John 1:29─42: We are generous because of whom we belong to. Our spiritual identity rests in what God was doing in Jesus. We have been enriched in every way and are not lacking in any spiritual gift. This sense of identity and giftedness is the foundation and starting place for following Jesus. All we do and all we share is a spiritual practice flowing out of our spiritual identity and our commitment to following Jesus.
	1 Cor 1:10─18: United in mind and purpose. 
Matthew 4:23: A statement of Jesus’ purpose and activities. How does your community of faith align with this purpose to proclaim God’s community and offer healing?
	Matthew 5:1─12: Blessed is bi-directional. When we give we create blessing for the receiver, but we also find blessing for ourselves. Mission and Service extends this blessing 1,000-fold beyond our local context. We should not “measure our goodness by what we don’t do, what we deny ourselves, what we resist, or who we exclude. Instead, we should measure ourselves by what we embrace, what we create, and who we include.” from Fr. Henri's sermon in the movie Chocolat.
	Our identity, as followers of Jesus, invites us into the work of generous Kin-dom restoration.
Isaiah 58:6─9a: An invitation to action. A challenge to generous living.
“God’s answer is not an easy one to swallow. Simply put, the answer is to stop throwing a pity party and get on with doing justice, loving neighbors, and acting as members of God’s family should act.” Sharron Blezard, “Salt, Light, and the Fast God Chooses,” stewardshipoflife.org.
	Matthew 17:1─9 Your generosity helps to transfigure the world around us, revealing God’s glory. Today we give thanks for your powerful, transfiguring, generosity.
A favourite poem–Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s “Aurora Leigh”—“Earth’s crammed with heaven/every common bush afire with God...” 


Lent: Feb. 22─Mar. 22, 2026
Lent 1─Lent 5
Theme Hymns
VU 713 I See a New Heaven
You Make Beautiful Things, Michael Gungor
	Week 1
Stewardship as Spiritual Practice
	Week 2
Inspire: Local Mission
	Week 3
Inspire: Mission & Service
	Week 4
Invite
	Week 5
Thank

	Matthew 4:1─11: Claiming our identity as stewards and disciples. The true temptation tries to lure us away from that identity. What you do with what you have been given matters.
	John 3:1─17: A high-level summary of God’s purpose/hope/desire/ passion. God’s purpose is not to condemn but to save and give life. God does this by giving. Tell stories of how your community of faith is aligned to God’s purpose and is working to “save” by giving.
	John 4:34: A continuation of last week’s message. Jesus says, “My food is to do the will of the One who sent me.” And Jesus has just done that with a foreigner/non-Jewish woman. Tell stories of how your community of faith is aligned to God’s purpose and is working to “save” by giving outside your local community of faith, including MandS.
	John 9:1─41: “God’s faithful and generous people can be blinded to God’s abundant possibilities and plans; however, Jesus desires to heal us and restore our vision for mission, ministry, and stewardship.” Sharron Blezard, “Real Vision,” stewardshipoflife.org.
Jesus starts the work (mud on the eyes of the man born blind), but the man has to complete it (going and washing). Today you are invited to continue the work through generous giving.
	John 11:1─45: Unbinding our gratitude. What could be possible? There’s no going back once it’s unbound. Once Lazarus is unbound. What’s it like to experience overwhelming, unbound gratitude? When have you experienced that? Be sure to practise what you preach and thank everyone, fully.




Post-Easter: Apr. 12─May 10, 2026
Easter 2─Easter 6
Theme Hymns
VU 230 Heaven Is Singing for Joy
MV 196 We Will Take What You Offer
	Week 1
Stewardship as Spiritual Practice
	Week 2
Inspire: Local Mission
	Week 3
Inspire: Mission & Service
	Week 4
Invite
	Week 5
May 10
Thank

	John 20:19─31: The first encounter of the risen Christ with the disciples. The first thing Jesus does is give peace, assurance, commission, Holy Spirit. Our giftedness is not because of deserving but comes out of our relationship with Jesus, which JESUS initiates (verse 23). What you do with what you have been given matters. It can set free or bind, give life or destruction, bring together or separate.
	Reactions to the resurrection. Each New Testament passage describes a reaction to the risen Christ (in different time periods). How is your community of faith reacting to the risen Christ as revealed to your community of faith?
	Acts 2:42─47: What does it mean for the good of the world when we choose to live intentionally as a Christian community? Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).
	1 Peter 2:2─10: God loves you so much and has done so much for you. What does that change for you? How do you respond (not as a transaction or debt, but out of amazing relational gratitude)?
	Psalm 66:8─20 and John 14:1─14: Giving thanks for all God has done for us and in us. Thanking God and each other for the gift God has given you of each other. Recognizing Christ within ourselves and in each other. We celebrate the generosity of this community of faith and its participants.





28 Days to Thanksgiving: Sept. 13─Oct. 11, 2026
Proper 19 (24)─Thanksgiving
Theme Hymns
VU 538 For the Gift of Creation
MV 182 Grateful
	Week 1
Stewardship as Spiritual Practice
	Week 2
Inspire: Local Mission
	Week 3
Inspire: Mission and Service
	Week 4
Invite
	Week 5
Thank

	Spiritual practices, such as forgiveness (Mt.), help to reorient us toward God and God’s will for each of us and for all creation, and enable us to live in healthy community.
How do we live as people who belong to God, through Jesus, and thus belong to each other?
Today we talk about another spiritual practice, generosity. Talk about why you give and how it deepens your faith.
If you are focusing on the Season of Creation, be sure to make connections between healthy stewardship practices and the care of God’s beloved world.
	Matthew 20:1─16: Jesus uses money to talk about God’s justice and abundance. 
God’s abundance goes WAY FURTHER than what we can imagine.
God’s justice covers ALL PEOPLE, even those we don’t believe are deserving.
How does our COF strive to live and make known God’s abundance and justice?
Tell some inspiring stories.
	Philippians 2:1─13: You are invited to look to the interests of others as you choose to be generous with what God has provided you.
What does community mean to you? How do you develop relationship with people both near and far?
Share Mission and Service stories.
	Exodus 201–4, 7–9, 12–20
God invites us into covenant to live as God’s people with concrete and specific asks.
What are we asking of you in this season, as we live in covenant as God’s people?
Alternative for World-Wide Communion Sunday: You are invited to bring your gifts to the table in response to Jesus’ invitation. 
Make a clear financial invitation to give.

	We are thankful for the opportunity to be generous.
We celebrate the generosity of this community of faith and its participants, and the ways we are making the world more as God desires.


All Saints Day: Oct. 4─Nov. 1, 2026
Proper 22 (27)─All Saints
Theme Hymns
VU 581 When We Are Living
MV 196 We Will Take What You Offer
	Week 1
Stewardship as Spiritual Practice
	Week 2
Inspire: Local Mission
	Week 3
Inspire: Mission & Service
	Week 4
Invite
	Week 5
Thank

	Worldwide Communion Sunday Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul writes about the practices of releasing his old way of being and receiving a new Way in Jesus. This is the central core and goal of all Christian spiritual practices. 
Think together and share some of your story about how the practices of sacrament and generosity help you and others to release the old and receive the new Way of Christ.
	Thanksgiving Sunday 2 Corinthians 9:11─12 or Philippians 4:1-9 
Rejoice and give thanks for the ministries of your community of faith. Inspire the people with stories of how your community of faith is changing lives.
	1 Thessalonians. 5-7
See the pattern here? People came to believe because of the example and inspiration of Paul and others. They then became examples to others. 
Who taught you to give?
Who inspires you to give to Mission and Service?
Look for special worship resources for Mission & Service on the United Church website.
	1 Thessalonians 2:8 and Matthew 22:34-46
It’s all about relationships!
Love is always an action verb.
Your church cares about your spiritual health, and so we invite you to be generous with your money so that it does not control you.
Each of us cares deeply for God, for each other and our wider neighbours, so we choose to be generous (as Jesus taught).
Generosity is at the core of lived Christian faith. I invite you to be generous!
	All Saints Day
1 John 3:1─3: What love God has given us. We are all named as God’s children and beloved. Thank you!! Celebrate the love you give in all your generosity!
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