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Blessings! These invitations and prayers are yours to modify and use as you please. Talking about generosity, gratitude, and stewardship every time you gather to worship is a key spiritual practice. Do not miss this opportunity to educate worshipers. If you have feedback or want to submit a prayer or invitation, please contact us at stewardship@united-church.ca. 
Consider using this offering prayer each week from January 4 to June 28.
Spirit of Life, giver of every perfect gift, we offer our thanks for this life and its gifts. Bless these offerings and those given outside this time of worship. May our contributions both here and in every part of our lives—our time, our skills and our money—work towards a world of justice and peace. We pray that it be so, through the ministries of this congregation and the work we do together through Mission and Service. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
January 4: New Year’s Day
Invitation
As one year ends and another begins, it is a time for setting goals and plans; it is a time of hope for what could be. The offerings that you are about to make are more than just money to pay bills. This is an offering of hope; an offering of new beginnings. Please be generous.
Prayer
O God, we pray that the ministries and programs that this offering makes possible will give hope to many, including us. We pray your blessing on them, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
January 11: First Sunday after Epiphany
Invitation
Friends, your generosity to this church and to Mission and Service assists friends and strangers; those who believe as we do and those who believe differently; neighbours across town and partners across the globe. Your generosity is such a gift.
Prayer
Gracious and loving God, bless now these gifts and those offered through PAR or online, that they might be shared without partiality, among the good and the bad, the rich and the poor, the just and the unjust, the faithful and the unfaithful. Remind us that in giving freely as you do, O God, we embody your own self-giving nature. Thanks be to you. Amen.


January 18: Second Sunday after Epiphany
Invitation
Friends, you are now invited to participate directly in the ministry of the church. Your gifts to the church and Mission and Service are one way we make Christ manifest in the world. Let us be generous.
Prayer
Gracious God, you call us to deep spirituality, bold discipleship, and daring justice. May these gifts help us be the people and the church you long for us to be. Bless these gifts and those offered through PAR and online, and multiply them for the sake of ourselves and the world. Amen.
January 25: Third Sunday after Epiphany
Invitation
In our offering today we have a great opportunity. Let us be of one mind and one purpose; that we will each be generous and give as we are able. By doing this, not only will great good be achieved, but we will grow closer to the One who calls us. 
Prayer
We thank you, loving God, that you have called each of us, together, to follow your way in Jesus. Bless these gifts, and those given through PAR and online, as steps that bring us closer to you. Amen.
February 1: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Invitation
Friends, if any of us think that by giving money to this church we are buying our way closer to God, we are wrong. Our gifts here must be part of our larger living, daring to seek justice and resist evil. This is why we need to be generous today. Let us present our gifts.
Prayer
Gracious and loving God, source of all justice and hope, we ask now that you bless our gifts and those given through PAR and online, so that our actions and your purpose are one. Thanks be to you. Amen.
February 8: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Invitation
As I do each week, I invite you now to present your gifts. Through your offering, and the things your gifts make possible, you are lights to the world, shining brightly and pointing toward the incredible power of compassion, justice and faith. Let us give with joyful hearts.
Prayer
Gracious and loving God, bless now our gifts and those given through PAR and online. May our giving be an inspiration to others, inviting them into your love. Amen.


February 15: Transfiguration Sunday
Invitation
Thank you. Every week you are generous. Today, I again invite you to be generous and make a financial gift to this congregation and to our joint Mission and Service. But I also invite you to be generous with your time and your ability and your faith. We never know what God will do with what we offer. Let’s give and find out!
Prayer
God, we are excited to give and see what you will do with these gifts, through the life and ministry of this congregation and the wider United Church. Amaze us! Inspire us! Energize us! Please! Your faithful people ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
February 22: First Sunday of Lent
Invitation
God has invited us to eat freely of every tree in the garden except for one, but we take more. With eyes opened, we know how our lifestyle decisions make life more difficult for others. Let us now share our abundance, offering gifts that will enable others to live more fully, and maybe even to know and walk with God.
Prayer
Holy One, we offer back to you these gifts, and those given already through PAR and online, fruit from the bounty you have given us. Use them to feed those who might otherwise go hungry physically or spiritually. Bless them for the ministries here and for ministries across the world through Mission and Service. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
March 1: Second Sunday of Lent
Invitation 
Every time we give our offerings, as we do this morning, we experience transformation. God takes what we offer and turns our gifts inside out to show what’s possible in a simple act of generosity.
Prayer
God, transform our gifts, and those given through PAR and online, into acts of justice and blessing for the world you have called us to serve. Amen.
March 8: Third Sunday of Lent
Invitation
We live in a world who thirsts—for justice, for compassion, for love. We are invited to share our gifts with faith that they will serve as living water: quenching thirst, nurturing growth, healing the world. Let us offer our gifts for the work of this congregation, and nationally and globally through Mission and Service.
Prayer
Like the water from the rock that Moses struck in the wilderness, O God, let these gifts spill out and nourish your people. May our generosity be a blessing to both friends and strangers—to all who may be struggling in their own wilderness. We offer ourselves and these gifts with faithful hearts, sustained with your abiding love. Amen
March 15: Fourth Sunday of Lent
Invitation
Give glory to God! One thing we know, that though we can be willfully blind, in Christ our eyes can be opened. In gratitude, let us joyfully praise God with our tithes and offerings.
Prayer
Good Shepherd, you seek us and all your lost sheep. Use these gifts, and those already given through PAR and online, to comfort and guide the weary, to bind up those who are broken-hearted and strengthen those who are weak, and to feed those who hunger. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
March 22: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Invitation
Today we are invited to be part of a resurrection story, a story to transform doubt into belief. We take this moment to share our resources, and consider these questions: what new life can come of our generosity? What role does faith in a living God play in our propensity to share? When we are called to act, to come out, how do we respond? Let us ponder these things and give generously to this community of faith, and to Mission and Service.
Prayer
God of life, breathe your spirit into these gifts, that they may bring hope in our congregation and community—in Canada, and across the world through the work we do with Mission and Service. In the name of him in whom we have light and life. Amen.
March 29: Palm/Passion Sunday
Invitation
We hear of a king riding on a donkey. Ridiculous! Jesus’ life and death are a story of paradox.  Our God knows suffering and ridicule, and instead of vengeance, invites us to love. Commands us to share. Implores us to seek justice and dignity for all. Through our gifts, this community of faith and The United Church of Canada—through Mission and Service—are doing just that. Seeking to transform lives, inspire meaning, and build a better world. Please give generously!
Prayer
God of equality, your call to be counter-cultural has not changed—so it was with Jesus atop a donkey, it is today. Help us start with ourselves, sharing our abundance and praying for a world where power is shared, not wielded. From time to time we will wave palms or placards, with your presence in our lives a reminder. Bless the monies received today and at other times through PAR and online, and may these gifts be part of your kin(g)dom revolution. Amen.
April 5: Easter Sunday 
Invitation 
We have glimpsed the empty tomb and been touched by the mystery. So, like Mary, we cannot be silenced. We cannot keep our gifts to ourselves. We will now receive the offering so our gifts can help spread the marvelous news.


Prayer
O God of the empty tomb and the quiet voice, we have walked in a world full of grief and despair. Touch our souls and lighten our spirits. Come, in power and mystery; draw us in to meet the risen Jesus. Bless what we have offered here, and help us find our voices to share the astonishing news. In the name of the Risen One, Amen.
April 12: Second Sunday of Easter 
Invitation
Let us dance with the Resurrected Lord of Easter—a much more radical invitation because he invites our discipleship. Let us live as Easter people and offer the lives, the time, the talents, the energy, and the money God has given us. 
Prayer 
Living God, these offerings show how we have accepted your invitation to dance with joy and thanksgiving. Take the gifts that we offer for the work of this congregation and for God’s work across Canada and around the world through Mission and Service. Amen.
April 19: Third Sunday of Easter
Invitation 
[bookmark: _Int_CQGHO8zF][bookmark: _Int_mbtxvxMS][bookmark: _Int_jfhz4aff]Let our eyes be open to the possibilities held in this community. We share prayer, song, and stories. We break bread and serve as companions for life’s journey. We are invited and encouraged to share our financial gifts, knowing that the kin(g)dom will be found in community, and God’s work with and for us is never done. 
Prayer
O Risen Christ, we walk this week, full of the news of the world. We can recite the gloomy stories around us, for we have felt them in our lives. May you walk with us, reminding us anew of all the saints who have walked this way before us. May you tell us a fresh story of salvation, how we too can give and are given new life. And when we forget that the stranger is a friend, humble us to open our hearts and our hands, for we would be part of the reconciliation and hope that you began long ago. In the name of the Christ, we pray. Amen.
April 26: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Invitation 
We bring our story of faith and we walk with the world, giving and receiving again and again. Like Jesus’ first followers, we are called to spend time together sharing what we have with glad and generous hearts. You are invited to join your gifts with the gifts of others as we receive the offering.
Prayer
Divine Light, with grateful hearts we ask you to bless the offerings we bring to this church community. Our gifts flow from gratitude for your presence in our lives. In our times of green pastures and still water, in our times of grief and exhaustion, you are our shepherd and with you we shall not want. Amen.
May 3: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Invitation 
Because God always has a place for us, we come in thanksgiving. We celebrate the abundance of God’s grace and welcome by sharing our gifts, that others may experience that welcome.
Prayer
Generous God, in abundance we gather before you. We open our spirits to you. You invite us to be generous in your name to all. Help us to share your many blessings through our own generous gifts, in our community and around the world through Mission and Service. Amen.
May 10: Sixth Sunday of Easter
Invitation 
When we look at the world through God’s economy, there are no shortfalls, no deficits, no overdrafts, no running in the red. In God’s household, there is plenty. There is a rich and meaningful life for each of us. I invite you to give of yourself out of this assurance, offering to others from all that God has already given to you.
Prayer 
Gracious God, you are the source of all that we have and all that we give. May these gifts help change the world so all who ask, receive, and all who hunger are filled. Bless these gifts and the ministries of this congregation and of the wider church through Mission and Service. Amen.
May 17: Seventh Sunday of Easter
Invitation
Who we are, what we do, and what we have is never separated from God. We are also in God’s presence as we give. Hallelujah! Let us share our gifts as God’s gifts have been shared with us. 
Prayer 
You, O God, are the One in whom we live and move and have our being. What a blessing! Use these gifts to bless others through this community of faith, and in the wider world through Mission and Service. Amen.
May 24: Day of Pentecost
Invitation
God’s generous Spirit knows no bounds. Wouldn’t it be amazing if our gifts flowed so boundlessly that people thought we were out of our minds? What new beginning could that kind of generosity bring about? Let’s find out!
Prayer 
God of fire and power, when we give from that deep place, we feel ourselves turned inside out. New things are possible. Lives are transformed. The world is changed. Bless these gifts and use them in our local community and across the world through Mission and Service. Amen.
May 31: Trinity Sunday
Invitation
As Jesus sent his disciples, you too are sent to nurture the faith of your community. You are called to be generous to all as a sign of your commitment to the faith journey. Your generosity will be seen as a reflection of God’s love.
Prayer 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, bless and use these gifts for the ministries of this church and for your work through Mission and Service in Canada and around the world. Amen.
June 7: Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Invitation
God’s grace and generosity can appear when it is least expected and bring joy to those who have lost hope. Through your gifts, you can extend hope and healing to this community and to the wider world. 
Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we offer our gifts for your work in our community of faith, and through Mission and Service in the world. May these gifts surprise those who receive them with your love, compassion, and joy. Amen.
June 14: Third Sunday after Pentecost
Invitation
We are called to share the Good News about God’s love. We are called to share our resources of time, energy, prayer and money in ways that enable us and others to continue the ministry that Jesus began. Let us present our offering.
Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we offer these gifts for the ministries of this community of faith and for the work of Mission and Service in Canada and across the world. Through all of our giving, we long to share Jesus’ message of love and hope and promise of new life. Amen. 
June 21: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Invitation
Money is a tricky thing. When we allow it to control us and become the focus of our lives, whether it’s hoarded or scarce, it is a problem. On the other hand, we can’t live in today’s capitalist world without it. Generosity is the solution. When you give, you reflect God’s abundant love and caring through your gifts. As followers of Jesus, we are called to use our money to help atone and bring justice and mercy and hope to the world we live in.
Prayer
Generous God, thank you for this opportunity to give and be generous. We heard your whisper and took to the rooftops. Help us spread the joy of giving, and inspire others to do the same. Amen.
June 28: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Invitation
This is our opportunity to make a difference. You are invited to bring what you have and share it. Don’t worry that the gift you bring is too small. Great changes can arise from the smallest gift—even from a cup of cold water. The gifts that we fear are too small do make a difference—whether to one person or to the whole world. Let us present our offering.
Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we offer these gifts as expressions of your love. May they be living water that quenches deep thirst. And in our pouring out, may we also receive. Amen.
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