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May 13, 2022

The Honourable Minister Mélanie Joly, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Foreign Affairs

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6
Melanie.Joly@international.gc.ca
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca

RE: Canada must denounce and call for an independent investigation into the killing of Palestinian
American journalist Shireen Abu Akleh

Dear Minister Joly:

It is with deepening sorrow that The United Church writes again within the same week urging you to take
urgent and immediate action to protect Palestinian human rights. Today, thousands of Palestinians
gathered in occupied East Jerusalem to pay their respects to murdered Palestinian-American journalist
Shireen Abu Akleh as she was laid to rest. Eyewitnesses present on the ground have told The United
Church that mourners were beaten by Israeli police as they carried Abu Akleh’s coffin to Mount Zion
Cemetery to be buried beside her parents. Canada must condemn the killing of Shireen Abu Akleh, and
demand an independent investigation into her killing.

Reports on autopsy results carried out on the body of Shireen Abu Akleh say that she was killed by a bullet
to the head which struck underneath the protective metal helmet she wore. She was also clearly identified
as press and could not have been misidentified as an immediate threat. B’Tselem, a highly respected
Israeli human rights organization and a United Church partner, has stated that its initial investigation
proves that the Israeli army narrative about the shooting of Abu Akleh is untrue. A thorough and
independent investigation is crucial.

In your tweet following the news of Abu Akleh’s killing, you rightly stated that “Journalists must be safe
to do their work — a right protected under international law.” Without pressure from Canada and others
in the international community for an immediate and independent investigation into who is responsible
and accountable for the violation of international law in the killing Abu Akleh, these violations will
continue to happen with impunity, as they have just this week alone (see our letter to you dated May 10"
regarding forcible expulsions of Palestinians in Masafer Yatta).

The United Church of Canada calls on Canada to:

e publicly denounce the killing of Shireen Abu Akleh, and call for an immediate independent
investigation into her killing which holds those responsible accountable.
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/13/mourners-bid-farewell-to-journalist-shireen-abu-akleh-live-news
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220512-btselem-israel-narrative-about-killing-shireen-abu-akleh-untrue/
https://twitter.com/melaniejoly/status/1524394810366431232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1524394810366431232%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fnews%2Fworld%2F2022%2F05%2F11%2Fal-jazeera-saysreporter-shireen-abu-akleh-was-killed-by-israeli-forces-during-a-military-raid-how-world-leaders-are-responding-to-her-death.html

We would look forward to hearing from your regarding a meeting on this issue.

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu

Executive Minister, Church in Mission Unit
The United Church of Canada/L’Eglise Unie du Canada

C.c.
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P., Prime Minister
Justin.Trudeau@parl.gc.ca

Conservative Party of Canada
The Hon. Candice Bergen, Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition, Candice.Bergen@parl.gc.ca

New Democratic Party of Canada
Jagmeet Singh, Jagmeet.Singh@parl.gc.ca

Bloc Quebecois
Yves-Francois Blanchet, Yves-Francois.Blanchet@parl.gc.ca

The Hon Michael Chong, Conservative Party of Canada, Michael.Chong@parl.gc.ca

Heather McPherson, New Democratic Party, Heather.McPherson@parl.gc.ca

Sai Rajagopal, Green Party of Canada, sai.rajagopal@greenparty.ca

Stéphane Bergeron, Bloc Québécois, Stephane.Bergeron@parl.gc.ca

Rob Oliphant, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Rob.Oliphant@parl.gc.ca

Robin Wettlaufer, Representative of Canada to the Palestinian Authority
Robin.Wettlaufer@international.gc.ca
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