Truth and Reconciliation - Liturgical Resources for June 13, 2010

This compendium of resources was compiled in consultation with an ecumenical working
group based in Winnipeg: the Rev. Canon Murray Still, the Rev. Canon Bob Webster, the
Rev. Mary Lysecki, the Rev. Barbara Shoomski (Anglican Church of Canada, Diocese of
Rupert’s Land), the Rev. Henry Hildebrandt (Presbyterian Church in Canada), Mr. Julian
Fradette (Roman Catholic, Archdiocese of St. Boniface), the Rev. Stan Mackay, and the Rev.
Ted Dodd (The United Church of Canada).

Call to Reflection

For many church people in recent years, the re-examination of Canadian history with a
particular focus on the damage done to Aboriginal peoples by European colonialism has
involved an unveiling of evil in ourselves and in our institutions for which we were not
prepared. The process has been painful and humbling. It has also been a grace, making
possible a kind of collective repentance. This has been expressed, for example, in the public
apologies offered by the four churches which were historically involved in administering
Indian residential schools on behalf of the federal government. We grieve that the churches
were aligned with the damaging and misguided assimilationist policies of Canadian
governments and Canadian society as a whole.

ARC document “Aboriginal Land Rights: A Jubilee Challenge Facing Canada”

Covenant Collect

Creator God, from you every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. You have rooted
and grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit to speak the truth
in love, and to walk in your way towards justice and wholeness.

Mercifully grant that your people, journeying together in partnership, may be strengthened
and guided to help one another to grow into the full stature of Christ, who is our light and
our life. Amen.

A NEW AGAPE: Worship Resources, www.anglican.ca/newagape

Prayer for a Vision of New Beginnings

The Rt. Rev. David Giuliano, The United Church of Canada

Creator God,

Who whispers to us the mysteries of this life,
Who causes the long grasses to dance in summer,
Who calls the salmon against the current in fall,
Who invites us to rest like the soil in winter

And in the spring to rise again like hungry bears
Searching for the sweetness of you to sustain us.

On this day, as with all days


http://www.anglican.ca/newagape

There are endings and beginnings

And there is the continuation of a journey
Set in motion beyond living memory

And into an unimagined future.

You call us to healing, wholeness, and right relations.

So we give ourselves to the care of our place

In the circle that has no beginning and no end

Beyond you who are the alpha and omega.

We do not know where it will lead but we trust that you are with us always.

Give us what we need for this next part of the walk,
Gratitude for the visionaries, the healers, and prophets
Who have gone before us,

Humility to know that many will follow when we are gone,
Joy to lighten the load and wisdom to see the way.
Respect to strengthen our bonds and

Tender kindness to soften hardened hearts.

Guide us, source of all light, in this season of [our common life]
So that our eyes and our lives will be open to love
And we will walk together in a good way.

“Hold the holy light in front of us to follow

As we walk together as brothers and sisters in all faiths.”
Evelyn Broadfoot, Circle and Cross

Notes on the Lectionary Readings - June 13, 2010

1 Kings 21:1-10(11-14), 15-21a

For this Sunday, the reading from the Hebrew Scriptures in the Revised Common Lectionary
tells the story of Naboth’s vineyard. Jezebel and Ahab act with manipulative treachery and
unbridled ambition in order to cease Naboth’s land. This is not just a cautionary tale of
individual wickedness and greed. Ahab and Jezebel represent the power structure of an
oppressive social order where innocents, like Naboth, are systemically victimized.

The connections to the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commissions seem
transparently obvious. Since the arrival of the first Europeans, Aboriginal peoples in Canada
have had their land taken away, just like Naboth. An interwoven system of political,
financial, religious, and cultural power cheated the First Peoples of, not only their land, but
also their way of life. The Indian Residential Schools (IRS), run by the churches for the
government, were part of this arrangement. Young children carried away from their homes
lost their language, their culture, their freedom, their dignity, and their identity. The stated
government mandate for the IRS was assimilation, “to kill the Indian in the child.” Without
parental or communal guidance and affection, children who grew up in these abusive
circumstances were deeply wounded. Subsequent generations have suffered because of the
scars of this tragedy.

In our biblical story, Elijah confronts Ahab with the truth of his ruthless behaviour. Similarly,



the truth of the IRS needs to be shared with all the people of Canada, particularly those in
the church. Many in our pews are ignorant of this harsh reality of our country. This may be
a painful and unpopular message on a Sunday morning, but this is not the time to ignore
the suffering many Aboriginal people have experienced; these stories deserve, at the very
least, reverential and attentive listening and acknowledgement. Can you find respectful
ways to share one or two of these stories in your homily/sermon time?

This is not the time for finger-pointing shame and blame preaching, which will only result in
guilty paralysis or indignant defensiveness. But neither is this the time to push for easy
forgiveness and reconciliation. Not included in the verses for this lectionary is the verse (27)
that describes Naboth’s dejected response to Elijah’s confrontation. He tears his clothes,
wears sackcloth, fasts; he laments. Maybe before we jump to reconciliation we need to take
time to hear the truth and lament the sadness to which the IRS led. How might you
encourage that kind of expression with your people?

2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15

In the Roman Catholic lectionary, the Hebrew scripture reading for this Sunday relates the
story of Nathan’s condemnation of King David’s callous treatment of Uriah and Bathsheba.
This story has parallels to the story of Naboth’s vineyard. Like Ahab, David is willing to
commit murder in order to get whatever he desires. Like Elijah, Nathan prophetically
confronts his ruler. Again, outside the verses prescribed for this day’s lection, elements of
vivid and graphic lamentation are depicted.

As stated above, this tragic tale does not have to remain merely an admonition against
individual abuse of power. David was able to exploit his privilege because of the social
constructs and arrangements that enabled him to take advantage of those who were more
vulnerable. Nathan creatively exposed David’s guilt; societal patterns and structures which
perpetuate oppression and abuse bear exposing as well.

The comparisons to the vision of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission are obvious. The
Indian Residence Schools violated the minds, bodies, and spirits of Aboriginal peoples. This
sorrowful aspect of our collective history needs to be known and recognized by all the
peoples of Canada.

Nathan was powerfully able to get David to realize his sinful failing; there was no room for
dismissive rationalization or continuing self-deception. Like Nathan, the homilist today
needs to find creative and sensitive ways that will enable the listener to understand the
painful truth of the IRS. And the preacher has the opportunity to encourage constructive
engagement with the TRC process.

Luke 7:36-8:3

The gospel reading centres around two people who are described as sinners. One is a
woman who has heard a message from Jesus of acceptance and divine pardon. In gratitude
she responds in hospitality by bathing, kissing, and anointing Jesus’ feet. Simon the
Pharisee is the other sinner. He reacts negatively to the woman'’s extravagant behaviour,
finding her actions offensive and her presence a scandalous intrusion. Jesus intervenes:
“Simon | have something to say to you.” Then, with an artful parable Jesus exposes
Simon’s mean-spirited small-mindedness. In this story, Jesus is acting as a prophet. He is
able to find a way to speak the uncomfortable truth.



In many congregations and parishes it might be difficult or awkward to raise the work of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The heartbreaking experience of the Indian
Residential Schools was a reprehensible part of our collective past. It can be hard to hear
about the pain that was inflicted and the damage has ensued. It is understandable that
many want to avoid unpleasantness and turn away. Yet, the truth has to be spoken in order
for us to move on. And those who have been victimized warrant a deeply attentive
audience. The preacher today will need to raise that truth with clarity and courage. It might
be worth beginning as Jesus did with, “Friends, 1 have something to say to you.”

In the book, Act Justly, Love Tenderly, Walk Humbly, Walter Brueggemann describes justice
as “sorting out what belongs to whom and returning it to them.” Jesus uses a parable about
forgiveness of debts to lure Simon’s attention and uncover his actions. The pardoning of
financial obligations would have been an unambiguous and unmistakable symbol for the
original peasant listeners. Excusing monetary commitments would have pointed toward the
restoration of life and the renewal of hope.

The work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission aims toward such new life and hope.
The TRC has set as an over-all goal acknowledging the realities of those who experienced
the IRS, and to bring about renewed relationship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
peoples in Canada through mutual understanding and respect. The IRS are now in the past,
but the experience continues to impact survivors, their families, and their communities in
the present. In order to work toward a just and healthy future, it is imperative that this
process sincerely recognize both the injustices and the need for continued healing.

Quotations from John Ralston Saul’s A Fair Country

There are many relevant quotations in John Ralston Saul’s, A Fair Country: Telling Truths
about Canada (Penguin, 2008) which might be used as inspiration for meditations and
sermons with respect to reflections on the Truth and Reconciliation process. (Remember to
seek copyright permission if you wish to reproduce quotations.)

Circle of Prayer

Gathered in a circle, we bring our prayers and praise to our loving Creator whose Spirit is at
work praying within us, through the power of Jesus. As a stone is passed from person to
person around the Sacred Circle, | invite you to offer your prayers

o forthe world

e forthe church

e for our circle of family and friends, and

o the wider circle of the earth and its creatures

(All are invited, around the circle, to offer prayers. At the end the worship leader says:)
Into your hands, O God,

we commend all for whom we pray,

trusting in your abundant love and grace;

through our brother Jesus, who died and rose to life with you,

world without end. Amen.



A Prayer of Lamentation - Litany of the Dispossessed

One: We found the land unoccupied....except for them.

All:  And they grew poor,

One: while we grew wealthy.

All:  They grew powerless,

One: while we grew powerful.

All:  They were pushed aside,

One: while we thanked God for land.
All: They filled our jails,

One: while we thanked God for freedom.
All: They despaired,

One: while we grew wealthy. Then the Lord replied: Woe to those who pile up stolen
goods, and make themselves wealthy by extortion.

All: How long must this go on?

One: Woe to them who build a city with bloodshed and establish a town by crime.

All: How long must this go on?

One: Woe to them who give drink to their neighbours, pouring it from the wineskin until
they are drunk so that they can gaze on their nakedness.

All: How long must this go on?
One: The Lord is in the Holy Temple
All: Let all the earth be silent before God.

Canadian Ecumenical Jubilee Initiative Year 11l Educational Resource:
Restoring Right Relations

Eucharistic Prayer

This Eucharistic Prayer was used on the fourth Sunday of each month at St. Luke's,
Gondola Point, N.B., for nearly three years following the return of the Rector, Canon Jim
Irvine, from the Second National Native Convocation in 1993. Canon Irvine was one of 10
Observers of the National Executive Council of the General Synod of the Anglican Church
of Canada invited to attend the sessions held at Minaki in the Diocese of Keewatin, August
1-8, 1993. “In this way we were mindful of the Native concerns in our church.”

It is adapted from “Dancing the Dream” webpage with the permission of Canon Jim Irvine of
the Diocese of Fredericton www.msgr.ca/msgr-3/native.htm.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


http://www.msgr.ca/msgr-3/native.htm

All

Celebrant

All
Celebrant

All

Celebrant

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Father, Great Spirit,

from the depths of our hearts

we give you thanks.

We say thank you now and forever.

From the place of the rising sun in the East

to the South where the warm winds blow,
from the West where soft rain comes

to the coldness of the North —

we give thanks.

We unite with all creation

from the four directions

to join in everlasting thanksgiving and praise
for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

Through the love of your Holy Spirit

he took on flesh and blood and was born of the Virgin Mary,
Because of your everlasting love for us

he obediently sacrificed himself:

he suffered on the cross,

he carried the burdens of his people,

he taught us to let go of ourselves,

he put an end to our fears and our death -

and so he revealed the resurrection.

He fulfilled your love for us and

reconciled us to you forever.

With hearts lifted, we join with the angels, the guardian spirits, the saints,
and all our ancestors as we say:

Holy, Holy, Holy,

God of all that was and is and will be

until the end of time.

You are all power, honour, and glory.
Everything in the heavens and on earth and in the spirit world cries
out to you

and gives everlasting praise to your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.

Oh, Great Spirit, Our Creator,

from whom all holiness comes,

we, your poor servants,

humbly come before you again today.

Just as in generations past, like our
grandfathers and grandmothers,

we come to worship you

and acknowledge your greatness.

We marvel at all your creation.

You, Our Creator, Great Spirit,

the Holy One, who made all the heavens and Mother Earth;
You, Our Creator, Great Spirit,

Creator of all our relations:

the moon, the stars, and the sun;

You, Our Creator, Great Spirit, the Holy One who made all that lives
on the face of the earth;



You, Our Creator, Great Spirit, the Holy One,

You are kind, generous, loving and you give us life - for all this we are
grateful.

Creator, let your Spirit move in power among us

and come upon these gifts of Mother Earth

and make them holy, so that they will become

the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted,
he took bread and gave you thanks.
He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said:
Take this all of you and eat it.
This is my body which will be given up for you.
All Thank you, Jesus, Thank you, Jesus.

Celebrant When supper was ended, he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks and praise,
gave the cup to his disciples and said:
Take this, all of you, and drink it.

This is the cup of my blood,

the blood of the new

and everlasting covenant.

It will be shed for you and for all
so that sins may be forgiven.

Do this in memory of me.

All Thank you, Jesus. Thank you, Jesus.
Celebrant Let us proclaim our faith
All From your death, Lord, came our life.

From your rising, came our birth into eternal life.
Come, O Holy Saviour, Jesus Christ, come.
Celebrant Creator,
we offer you this holy and living bread,
this life-saving cup.
Look upon your people as we offer ourselves up to you
in union with all whom you join together by your Holy Spirit.
We thank you for allowing us
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Oh Great Spirit, our Creator,
from whom all holiness comes,
remember us, your children, your little ones.
Let not our ears grow deaf to your voice,
but open our ears to hear your voice in the wind.
Let not our eyes grow dim with sin,
but open our eyes to see you in all creation.
Let not our hearts grow cold with bitterness,
but soften our hearts to grow in brightness and strength,
to grow in love for you and all your creation.
Guide our footsteps that we may walk a straight path in truth and kindness.
Bless our hands that we will always reach out with love to others.
Bless us with wisdom to follow the right directions, so that we may have
courage to face the sunrise and the sunset as we strive to complete our circle.
Remember our Grandmothers and Grandfathers and all our relations that



have begun their heavenly journey, in the hope of meeting you.
Guide those who look after the spiritual life of your people,
especially [Fred our Primate, Donald our Bishop] and all who minister in your
church.
Make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, the mother of Jesus, with the
apostles, martyrs, saints, and all our ancestors. May we join in union with
them and give you glory through your son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honour are yours, almighty God and Father, for ever and ever.

All Amen.

-

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

=

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat,
whose many grains we have gathered
and made into this one bread.
All So may your church be gathered
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.
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